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LETTERS, Oc. 


Mr. BEVERLV to Lord Osso kr. 


NEXPECTED buſineſs obliges me 
to leave Park-hill, and to viſit my 


eſtate in N ſhire. How long I ſhall 
be detained there is at preſent uncertain 


but your Lordſhip will readily believe, 
that J ſhall ſeize the firſt opportunity of 


returning to this beloved ſpot. 


Sir Charles is extremely chagrined at my 
departure. He propoſed accompanying 
me; but this I immediately objected to 

us II, LE and 


LETTERS 
and he, with a deep ſigh, allowed the im- 
propriety of the requeſt. 


The gentle Emily ſhares in the grief of 
her beloved Charles, and, by her kind at- 
tentions, endeavours to reſtore his tran- 


. 


I am to write every week to Sir Charles, 
and he intends anſwering my letters with 
equal exactneſs—yet I leave him with re- 
gret; but I am a woman upon theſe OC- 


— 


i intend writing to your Lordſhip upon 
my arrival in N——ſhire, and ſhall with 


' Pleaſure continue a correſpondence ſo agree- 
Able to my wiſhes. 


My beſt- compliments wait on Lady 
- Offory. 

I am, with the greateſt reſpect, your 
1 8 obedient ſervant, 


Epwarp BeyenLy. 


# 
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Miſs HowARD to Lady For TESCUE. 


k 4 U R Ladyſhip will ſcarcely believe, 


that I have, for this laſt week, been 
tempted to make love to Mr. Lefley,—and 
why at this juncture particularly, you ſay ? 
Why, for the very reaſon that half the 
pretty fellows of this age make love—out 
of idleneſs—for want of other and Setter 
employment. Mr. Beverly has left Park- 
hill; Sir Charles is engaged with his Emi- 
ly; and my good man and I—what muſt 
we do ?—But no, I will not be in | ve 
neither—I am an avowed enemy to that 
wicked paſſion, which ' has almoſt robbed 
me of the heart of my deareſt Emily—yer 
ſhe is offended at my ſuſpicions, and de- 


clares that I am more tenderly beloved by 


her than ever. Can I believe this? 


e T have 


K. 


LETTER 5. 


1 have been rallying Sir Charles upon the 
melancholy, which has been vifible in his 
countenance ever fince Mr, Beverly's de- 
parture.— But Emily took his part with all 
the eagerneſs of love, and Sir Charles 
| thanked her by a gentle preſſure of the 

hand, 


And how is our ſweet friend, your Lady- 

ſhip aſks? why, more blooming and happy. 
than ever“ for ber . is kind, and 
her heart i is at ea 


— e with. 
* muſt therefore ſubſcribe * 


| Your Ladyſhip' 3 
| Obedient ſervant, 


F | Crarissa Howarp, | 


- £4 


e 


Miſs FRE ELOVI to Miſs SvDNEyY. 


INJ HAT, din chiding, Harriet? 


why will you not let me manage 


« Por Mr. Elvin as I pleaſe ?** the man is 


delighted with my veracity, and if I do, 
now and then, go too far, a gracious ſmile 


ſets all to rights again—ought he not to 


eſteem it a favour, that I will condeſcend 
to trifle with him thus ?— But as your uncle 
conſents to the attachment, why is the uni- 


on delayed, you aſk ? My dear girl, be not 


haſty ; ſee you not an indecorum in theſe 
ready aſſents, and will my Harriet adviſe 
her Charlotte to be guilty of a breach of 
delicacy ? She, that is too eaſily won, is as 
eaſily deſpiſed—nothing is valued long, that 
is haſtily obtained; — theſe are excellent 
maxims, child : I leave them to ng con-. 
ſideration. 


And 


I. E T T E R S. 


And ſo you regret the long viſit 1 "Toa 
made at Lady Bab Dormer*'s—what reaſon 
can you have for diſtiking a woman, whom 
the Beau monde fo highly extol ? Is virtue 
incompatible with grandeur ? and muſt we 
ſeek her only in retirement? Virtue is an 
active quality, and it is in ſociety alone — 
but how came I to moralize thus—Oh ! I 
forgot to chide you, Harriet, in my laſt 
Jetrer—confeſs that you had been inſtilling 
ſome of your grave advice into the mind of 
my honoured' uncle, previous to his ſeeing, 
me in town. The old gentleman was very 
obſerving, tenacious, and ſo forth; and 


had I nor called a few tears to my afliſtance, 


and promiſed to be particularly civil and' 
all that to Mr. Elvin, I had affuredly been 
obliged to have returned with him to the 
Thorns. And you ought voluntarily to 
have done this, methinks you anſwer. 
Why, child, he has got his favourite Mr. 
Norton to ſtay with him, and they play 
back-gammon, and are fo happy] — that 
my preſence would only interrupt their fe- 
licity, and you know I hate to be an in- 
truder. 
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_ foreſeen—but it is now, alas! too late 


L E TT. E R S. 


But Lady Eſſex is below this is an un- 


| uſual favour, I muſt therefore receive it 


accordingly. Adieu! I haſten to attend 
her Ladyſhip. 
Duty, love, &c. to all the friends of your 


_ 


 CrnarLOTTE FREELOVE. 
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Err 
Lord OssoR to Mr. BEVERI v. 


M Y dear Beverly, what emotions will 


this letter occaſion you ?— intelli- 
gence ſo unexpected. —Ah ! could we have 


I will haſten to the relation of the event, 
which has put us all in confuſion, and oc- 
caſioned an univerfal ſadneſs. 


Mrs. Wilmot came yeſterday to Wind- 


ſor. Mr. Wilmot was gone to * * * * # 


but promiſed to be with us by dinner, and 
we 


rn 


we accordingly waited for him till near five 
_ o'clock, when Mrs. Wilmot imagining that 
ſomething unexpected had detained him, 
we went to dinner without him. After tea 
I withdrew into my library, and left the 
ladies by themſelves. Scarcely was I ſeated, 
when Mr. Wilmor's ſervant entered the 
room, and, with all the abruptneſs of vul- 
oar minds who love to alarm, haſtily in- 
formed me, his maſter had been thrown 
from his horſe, as he was coming to Wind- 
ſor, and was carried to a public houſe, 
about three miles diſtant, more dead than 
alive. As he pronounced theſe words, 
Lady Offory came into the library. I ac- 
quainted her with the fatal intelligence, and 
deſired her to break it gently to her friend, 
whilſt I haſtened to Mr. Wilmot. 


As we were going along, the ſervant told 
me that he had adviſed his maſter not to 
venture upon that horſe, which was a fiery 
creature belonging to Sir John Mordaunt, 
but that he was angry at the requeſt, 

imagining it a reflection upon his ſkill, 


Tt 


F. 6 


L E 7. 7 2 R 8. | 
It was with difficulty we got Mr. Wit- 


mot to Windſor. He was quite inſenſible, 
but frequently attempted to lift his hand + 
up to his ſtomach. He has voided a great 


deal of blood. How is Mrs. Wilmot af- 
| fected ? ſhe fainted away when he was firſt 


brought into the houfe. 


Poor man ! to - panic ſo haſtily into a 
ſtate, for which, I fear, he is entirely un- 


prepared !—unhappy Wilmot ! alas! my : 


dear friend, how greatly does it behove us, 
wretched mortals, whoſe life is as a vapour 
which diſperſeth in a moment, to be con- 


ſtantly prepared for the. awful time of o. our 


diſſolution! 


88 „ * * » 


How tender, how amiable 3 is the beha- 


nd 


viour of Mrs. Wilmot? My dear Hen- 
rietta, ſaid ſne juſt now to Lady Oſſory, E 
what comfort do I derive, at this affecting Y 


period, from the reflection of having per- 


formed my duty to Mr, Wilmot—how 


dreadful, where the heart accuſes us of ne- 


WM 


h 
glect, when no future atonement can be 
offered! 


2562 „ # 
The poſt is going away — I muſt there- 


Tree conclude this letter—if Wilmot lives 
T but that, 1 fear, is impoſſible. 


Farewel, my dear, dear Beverly; our 
unhappy Royſton—but I cannot bear the 


; refletion—once 1 more fare wel, 
OsSORY. 


LETTER CVII. 
| Lord Osson v to Mr, BevzsLy. 


AL L hope is fed Wilmot has juſt 
breathed his laſt in my arms —he ex- 
pired without a — he be happy ! 


Write to me immediately, I conjure you, 
and tell me how I ought to act reſpecting 
Sir Charles. 


I cannot proceed ſhall impatiently 
expect your anſwer. Do you adviſe and 
direct your . 


Ossox r. 


LETTER UC 


Miſs HowarD to Lady ForTzscve. 


M. Leſley will be the bearer of this 
letter: —— ah! no; he will not 
neither, for the dear man is already 
equipped for his journey, and I have only 
now begun to vrite.— Well — well —it 
matters not Emily has written, and the 
poſt will convey ſoon enough this unin- 
tereſting chit· chat to your Ladyſhip. Were 
it to go now, it would only divert your 
attention from matters of far greater im- 
portance. | ; 


And fo Iam left alone with the lovers 
1 wiſh Beverly was here - what charming 


tete q tetes we might have had ! 


Vol. II. B fp 


2 LET TERS 
We have got a new neighbour. at 
Park-hill, one Mrs. Mordaunt, a widow 
—rich too, they ſay, and as handſome 
as it is neceſſary for a woman of for- 
tune to be. We have already been twice 
at her houſe, and are engaged there to- 
morrow—ſhe ſeems quite pleaſed with our. 
Emily. | 


S „ ®* * „ „ „ „ „ „ * 
R 2 # #® * * * R XxX * * * 


Oh! Madam, what a cataſtrophe! what 
ſhall we do? How will the dear Emily 
" ſupport this great, this unexpected trial? 
Ir. Leſley too—that tender parent, can 
he ever ſurvive the diſappointment of his 


fondeſt _ ! 


Why, ah why was my beloved friend 
deceived with the expectation of a hap- 
pineſs, which ſne was never deſtined to 
enjoy {/—but how I trifle with your La- 
dyſhip's impatience forgive me, dear 
Madam 


nr r N 
Madam IU haſten to the affecting vovita 
+ leaving it to you to acquaint Mr. 
_ withithis fatal event, ne manner your 
jung eat ſhall direct. 3 a 
I { ROH TO, @ ene a 4 
We went to Mrs: Mordaunt's eta} 
-aftinboe=—Maceful: viſit I the hours paſ- 
ſed away agrreably. Sir Charles was un- 
commonly. chearful, and the dear bs © 
delighted at his vivacity, elde u unu- 
ſually lively. Sir Charles played on the 
harphichord; - Miſs Leſley on the guittar, 
and Mrs. Mordaunt and E e gs 
. WR | 
We den Müden n we. 
begged leave to order Mrs. Mordaunt's 
coach, (which had conveyed us there.) 
The orders were ſcarcely given, when we 
ſaw a gentleman riding up the avenue, 
which leads to the houſe 3 and Mrs. Mor- 
daunt running to the window, exclaimed 
haſtily, ** Bleſs me, there is my brother - in- 
law, Mr. Mordaunt !“ I am glad of it, 
returned Sir Charles, for he is an old ac- 
— Se of mine — he uſed to be a good- 
B 2 natured, 


1 


2 „„ 
"x . 


SS TE PÞ r E R 87 „ 
natured, lively Babe Mr. Mordauũt 
entered ao n and having paid his com- 
| adies, turned to Sir Charles, 
and ene him gaily on, the ſhoulder. 
. what, my 'old ond Charles Royſton ! 1 


| kept yourſelf His — and then 
before his queſtion could be anſwered, he 
entered into c ſation with his ſiſter, 
who chid him for not coming ſooner, ac- 

cording to bis protniſe. Fou muſt not 
blame me, child, b turn 0 bes an unerpełt- 
ed event obliged me to poſtpone my jour- 
| ney—but how now, Royſton, proceeded he, 
turning haſtily to Sir Charles, what a deuce 


keeps you here at this period: 
conſtant at laſt nag ot 


derſtand you, replied Sir bude Sabha ; 
* ha! not underſtand me] why, don't you 
know that Wilmot is dead? Wilmot 
dead rejoined. Sir Charles in a faint voice. 
Fes, dead and buried, returned he; it 
was my being obliged to attend his funeral, 
that prevented my paying my devoirs ſoon- 
er en err Cy hu to Mrs. Mor- 


* n 


wy” 1 1 E R K 8. 4 


daunt. Go od heaven 1 what were my e- 
motions at thib diſeoveryl I caſt down my 
6 np not dariug to look at 
my Etnily t length I ventured to 
fleat'a la ir Charles. His counte- 


IN 
the diſorder of his foul. He 


ware pills avtlckeh, and I an hm ab | 


eyes tothe eviling with oO 
The couch cime to the a ae; got in 
ee bliged to ſupport. my: trembling 
friend—l wis'/filence—Sir Charles ſeem- 
eq loſt in thieugbt, ar 
00 n +: FO 
-» * Me: 'Beperly's ſerva N was 


with” 4 letter fromhis maſter, Sie 
Chaftes ade this A pretence for returning 
home; he left us abrup Pty! Led my 
rity into the parlour. She threw herſelf 
| ite s Ua, dag e to ber tears. 

be Faſt, rg ng up al 13 ſhe excla med, We 
"Nutt Pitken Tot Hiin—16f him for 

ever ?*L ih F tis 60; too much. —ift 
down by her; ſhe reclined her head on my 
ſhoulder.; we wept together. What a night 


did e paſs 1k; Hid : not. eloſe my eyes till 
f near five clan the, morning. 1 flept ? 
for about an hour, but awoke in the ut- 


B 3 ; moſt 2. 


2 bn in R's 


; * E 1 3 
moſt terror. ſpoke to 


be was-fitting i ber 


cloſet. 5 eee | Her tenderly;; and ſhe 


returned ny elles. My. dear Clariſ- 
fa. ſaid the, an aue r eee 


f on 
fo 9 as) chat, wich. which 


then ith 5 oe up our preſent con- 


* © * 4 


, -Jiga 


was. gt und & 
Mich it it would 
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eme hot cull afte N breakfaſt. 


„ when we met; to in- 
125 o * 0 55 * We quite 
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wo EE III 2 
quire after the health of each other our 


countenances ſpoke for us. Sir Charles 
faid ſomething, however, in a low voice, to 
Miſs Leſley concerning her's ; but ſhe 
could not anſwer the enquiry —Notwith- 
ſtanding the efforts ſhe had made to aſſume 
reſolution, againſt. this intereſting period. 
yet all her fortitude forſook her at the ſight 
of < Sir Charles, and ſhe burſt into a violent 
flood of tears, How. was. he affected! He 
ſeized her hand, and preſling it tenderly to 
his lips. My dear Miſs Leſley, faid he in 
a low voice, it is, alas l but too apparent 
this fatal event hut forgive me—pity me. 
1 fee my folly—my, ingratitude—and my 
future conduct ſhall atone for.. No, no, 
Sir Charles, interrupted, my noble friend, 
every - flattering hope is baniſhed. We 
were never deligned for each other—thie - 
wretched Equity. was never deſtined for 
fuch happineſs.” «© We muſt part then, 
Sir Charles, continued ſhe with 4 deep 4 
| figh, —Mrs.- Wilmot is now freed from that 
fatal engagement, which oppoſed your fe- 
licity—your heart has long been her*'s —ſhe 
deſerves os tenderneſs.” Here ſhe 79 | 
_” r 


\ 


* I 4 


rn 
co wipe away the tears that flowed haſtily 
F E her tony face—and then proceeded : 
* a =? it was it in mpoſſible for you to gain 
=P * rs. "Wilmot, 1 received” your addreſſes 
"mp h pleaſure. "The Fre ectneſs of your- man- 
3 1 "the noblehe ef. voor 7 1 1 
1 emed 4 certiin' pledge of 1 my happineſs, I 
1 e dared t to hope tat my grateful atten- 
. ee and unremt ed "endeavours: to dif- 
charge 2 a ekt in dime acquire 
(divided affe 5 Hut heaven has 

Sake, "and 1 fabmic,ro m 
qu rep in ning; fin l ce the gi 
. ny. pier: will infur rethe Tp 


* * IN 
95 | 
0 4 


Ag Se. 


0 18 gener to. meth 


# . 
CT ES _— Or * _ 


i 


2 75 FAS hoes. . 
3 - 


fn ouly 


> « 


- 


Eb | A . N < : 14 3 > 
= - | ot. maſter 


+ fuddenly, ſuch unexpedied.. intelligence. 
We It excited in my ſoul wiſhes injurious 
4 1 my honour. 5 but 1. will, I have ſub- 


* 


dued them, and am returned with A 
.Jeterminati tion of being w holly, your' — 
— No, Sir Charles, | rejoined my | 
al heroic friend, your wiſhes are con- 
=? | formable 
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2 der. Nfz Winther e dead "Ras" - - 


3 0 our 


ont to your heart. n Sir — EE” 
Serkan nac Len loſt indeed, . 
en ptondundiag theſe words 
Were r char the was vnable ta pro- 
— 15 «behaviour was truly 
noble. Howidifficulr a part had he to act, 
divided, as he certainly was, between ho- 
Hour and incligation r But the generous 
Emily. ſoon delivered. him from: his inquie- 
tudę. Urge no more arequeſt, my dear 
Sir Charles, ſaid ſhe tenderly, which I ouglit 
not to comply with. I know that, wele 
now to become yours, I could never enjigg 
a a moment's tranquillity. I ſhould con . 
no reproacht myſelf with having purs __ 
chaſed the gratification of my own wiſhes -. 
at the expeiice: of bobour—humanity—at * 
the ex pehce of every thing that is dear troa | 
vittuous mind But Mr. Leſley, nde 
ruptell Sir Charles haſtily, what will he ſay? 
— deſpiſe me, and I ſhould have the 
8 5 cruel - 


4 LETTERS _ 
f due mortification to think that I. deſerved 
. . wy by 12. Ah fear it 0 nog fer 
1 Finke 6h oF 4: he i aluys. Sued 
. ily- * N che adding 
f \parjng—bow often did the bid- Sir Charles 
1 arma. 1 as e 
| who felt roconfole ber—I, | 
=>. - | lile tad Bd l Nn | 
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This g pa n A, 
n morning, as we were fitting-at 
drank, Sir Charles's 3 a 
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Et * to expreſe the gtatitude, * 
R Are your generoſity has encitod in 
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 LEFTERS a 2 
worthy of mankind, were I to take adyan- <1 
tage of ſuch goodneſs. Suffer me then 
my dear Emily, to continue an attachment, 

S hich ovght- not to be dillalyved, The 
gentleneſs, the delieaey of your manners, 
and the numberleſs perfections, by which 
you are fo eminently diſtinguiſhed, cannot 
fail of ſubduing every illaudable emotion, 
and of ſecuring my undivided heart. Could: 
Jever hope to experience happineſs, when 
deprived of the ſweet conſciouſneſs of ha- 
ving acted conſiſtently with. hononr-—with 
Juſtice ! No,, no, my. excellent friend; I 
ought to be only your's. No one had ever 
3 55 et rene | 
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„ Tfruſt not 4 070 dear friend, to the deluſi- 
Mt ons of fancy} the exceſs'of your genergſi- 
Try would ino you in eternal repentance. 
<1 e ram you ofthe impending 
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= — 2 ! k-who am ſo deeply intereſted? 


Ss : 4 1 er dea he 3 . ine army 


Wesel epedg dein of * to your 
=! ſeducing perſuaſions, prudence, if not ho- 
de, ſhould . my compliance. | 


The bleſſing 1 had deprived you 21 
Pa through the medium of paſſion, 
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' would appear with greater advantages than 
it really poſſeſſed; you would behold your 


poor Emily with diſgutt, nay, perhaps with, 
| hatred, -=What ! the tender Thy bh <q 
-and by him ſhe loveUſo/ dent! Fo. 2 


he tear —it would fall Let not theſe 
ſuggeſtions appear -improbabſe ; the heart is 
1 my beloyed | friend, and we are often 
aftuated by emotions we condemn. | Urge 
then no more, too generous Sir Charles, a 
requeſt which I cannot—1 ought not, to 
comply with. Emily will never be your's; 

et did ſhe never love you half ſo ten- 


derly, as ee mne re- 
ſigned you for iſnes, her 


| — prayers, will be | continually of 
my beloved: friend beſto ſometimes a 
thought on her, who will never ceaſe to 
be, with the utmoſt te | 
a yet, ys dear Sir CI 

ws) . i an q obliged friend © 
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"nat will diſpatch this letter to, your Lady- 
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ing in her cloſet, I ſauntered iy the ad- 
Joining fields, and was deeply ruminating 
upon the affecting ſcenes I had lately been 


b R T r E R 1 Is 
me, 1 turned my head and en | 
Charles approaching. towards me. He 
eagerly inquiced after the health of my be- 
loved Emily, and when I had anſwered his - 
queſtions, he expreſſed, in the warmeſt 
terms, the gratitude which her letter had 
excited in his ſoul. But has time made 
no alteration in her ſentiments, rejoined he 
earneſtly? her happineſs ought to be my 


firſt wiſh.'*—** No, Sir Charles, replied I; 
on the contrary, her reſolution appears 
ſtrengthened by refleftion—ſhe will never 
negle& the performance of her duty, nor 
revoke a denial ſo juſtly given.” Sir Charles 
informed me, that, as that was the taſe, he 
ſhould leave Park- hill to-morrow ; but 
that, before his departure, he intended wa 
ing a few lines to his friend, Mr. Lefley. I 

left him with reluctance: he preſſed on 3 
Band (0 his fps know not what I fi — 
when the mind is ſoſtened by "aff ion, 
every circumſtance. makes the deepeſt i 
preſſion. We are eden affected by inch 
dents, which, at any other period, would 
=_ been beheld without ee 
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nas ex portion — bliſs muſt 24 
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2 8 inthe next here her ſpotleſs _ of 0 


ſoul will look down on us, who, though * 
admitted (as we will preſume'to hope) into 
thoſe heavenly regions, muſt be contented 
. 5 's far, regs far inferior to her's; 
LY 1 60001 
How many 5 hid Sir Charles 
aſked. me, concerning the-ageounts which 
-" oÞ have received r . 


&c. 2 with all the — of. a 1055 irgin 

but love will not eaſily ſubmit to the tyran· 
vical reftraints bf: cuſtom. © - Satisfied with 
the rectitude of his i intentions, he is indif - 
ferent to the cenſures a misjudging world, 


which! is governed by appearances alone, and 
often condemns even conviction. 
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Ii moment received your Lordſhip's | 
kr How is Sir Charles . at 
Mrs. 


with 


into Edex ! 


Hes 
4T 


: 
- 
* 


45 


E 
— 
& 


IF 


Þ G 


7 


* 


n. 
4 2 & - 
„ a 2 E 5 


2 * THR 4 n 4 * * 2 * Es as hos. bf es 1 * - 8 W . 
E 1 N . 7 | | | | | _ | | wa. | | 
” —__ — . ̃—-V-.¾-! SO ITE 2 , WH 2/2 hn eo 


* 


R,.Lefley arcived bete laſt night. 
| Ho affecting was —— be- 
tween him and my deareſt pref 
her with raptute to his: 
all the 
love 3 he laviſh 6 | 
: miums which ſhe had fo juſtly. merited.— 
Tou are then 2 6 goo with the conduct 
. faid. he dey A : 


wor- 


thy J 


had received from : Sir Charleg—it was 


was truly affctet E OF * 
de . it tenderly to her lips. My 

- Clariflaghid, ſhe, ought I nat to think 
55, ; amidſt all wy tufferings, 
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1 m ph aten ih Sir 
Sue eis, eh my fond heart could 


5 ſupßvſing my 


om been Hanel una he 
1 n Prot de of thatHap- 


= pineſs 1 hoped to experience, have F not 
3 reaſon. to fear that my ſoul, ſatisfied with 

iss preſent felicſty, might Love? looked for- 

ward with apprehenſion and regret, with 

rr rather chan joy, bc ar. period, 
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when every earthlyatic ſhall be een 
whereas adverſity takes off thoſe ee co- 

lourings, with which. proſperit de 

the things of this world, and we . to 

ſee upon what tranſient enjoyments, what 
 rrifling purſuits, we have placed our alſec- 


tions, and N all our wiſhes. | tos 


mi mts? Hs Tim] © : "ff 


My nptorily ;nfſts. 8 my 
returning 0 Bath, ſome time next week. : 
| * Mpan7 

me. I ſee my beloved friend regrets lJeav- | 


.eſley and my Emily will acco 


ing Park- hill; but her tender father is de- 
ſirous of, her quitting a place, where every 
| reminds her. of her too dear Sir 
Charles... They intend paying your I ay: 
95 7 ns h chen gu Wen e yr 
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poned i another month nothing but diſ- 
appointments, I think, in this world. 1. 


ag ſore nay balf ick of it, and in Sona, 
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M 'Y "Woe: * Effex, pe Wing: am 11. to 
have the happineſs of ſeeing you 
again in town ? I lament your partiality for 
the country, ſince it deprives me ſo long of 
the e of nd . | | 


I would gladly have e ed your invi- 

tation to ® *® ® ®, but Lady Dormer 
would not part with her fair friend; and 
my Charlotte ſeemed little inclined to bid 
adieu to theſe ſcenes of gaiety and diſſipa- 
tion. How often have I regretted the inti- 
macy which ſubſiſts between them! Would 
to heaven, Mr. Freelove had influence 
enough to diſſolve the; connection! But he is 
ſo fond of his niece, and has ſo little autho- 
rity over her and Charlotte has too high 
an opinion of her own judgment, and too 


mean an idea of ** to yield to him that 
obedience 


IL. E T T E RS. as 
obedience which duty requires of her Mr. 
Freelove would indeed be more amiable, 
who blindly conſents to every ſollicication,. 
betrays eicher his imprudence or his folly— 
by gratifyiag All, he obliges None. No 
man thinks bimſelf indebted to him, wo 
has not learned celolation to ns even an 


improper requeſt. 


| _ You aſka kn queſtions concern- 

ing Mrs. Wilmot, Sir Charles Royſton, _ 
Lady Offary, &c. &c. I muſt anſwer only 
a few of them, and thoſe briefly, as I am 
going with *Lady Bab and Miſs Freelove, 
to the opera this evening, and her Lady- 
ſhip deſired me to be with them befare five. 


Sir Charles came to town yeſterday, hut 
Mrs. Wilmot does not return from Eſſex 
till the latter end of this week: ſo that I 
cannot yet ſatisfy your Ladyſhip's impa» 
tience, by an account of a meeting ſo inter- 
eſting to you. Neither have | leiſure to en - 


ter into a diſcuſſion of that part of your let- 


ter, which relates to my Charlotte. Your 
Ladyſhip argues juſtly, I believe; but what 


c — to a man in bent beſeech 
you then, my dear Sophia, not to torture 
me any more with a ſubject ſo diſagreeable. 
 ——— Suffer me to continue in a deluſion, 
which is become neceſſary to my repoſe. 
Reaſon, 1 fear, is againſt me; but love, all- 
conquering love Adieu, my dear ſiſter. 
The deſtined hour of attendance is juſt ar- 
rived—a real lover is always e e 
naher: me to 119 brother. 
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Thin eee . your letter Sir | 
1 Charles has not then given you the par- 
ticulars of his late interview with Mrs. Wil- 
mot ? Never, ſurely, were there two peo- 
ple, who loved each other fo tenderly. Yet 
how did Mrs, Wilmot attempt to conceal a 
21 x: | paſſion, 


E11 14 29 
paſſion, which, ſhe thinks, ought not. to be 
indulged. Sir Charles is affected, beyond 
deſcription, at a conduct which arifes from 
her compaſſ:on for the amiable Emily. 

She has refuſed you, my dear Sir Charles, 
ſays this admirable woman; but her very 
refuſal ſheus the greatneſs, the delicacy of 
her affection. She reſigns you without 
murmuring to the grateſul Louiſa: ſhe 
even prays "for our" happineſs—exalred ge- 
ncrofity! And ſhall not we, my brloved 
friend, endeavour to imitate ſo bright an ex- 
ample ? Qught not the preſervation of her 
tranquillity to be the firſt conſideration of 
our fouls ?' She has vowed never to become 
your's. But would ſhe not—ah ! ſhe muſt 
be far leſs wretched, if you gave not your 
hand to another. I ſhall never be his 
would ſhe ſay—but he refrains from enter- 
ing into a connection, which would render 
my paſſion for him unlawful. I may there- 
fore {till think of him —eſteem him. love 
him. What a conſolation ! She deſerves 
every ſacrifice we can offer. Let us not 
then, my dear Sir Charles, be outdone in 
generoſity. He endeavoured toobviate her 
Vor, II. 3 | objections 
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 objetions—how pathetic is the language 
of tenderneſs! Mrs. Wilmot however re- 
mained inflexible, and Sir Charles, after 
| having complained of her cruelty, ſunk in- 

to a dejection, which deeply affected her- 
| She aroſe, and holding out her lovely hand 
to him with inexpreſſible ſweetneſs . My 

dear Sir Charles, ſaid ſhe, I cannot bear to 
ſee you thus doubt not my affection— it is 
as lively, as tender as ever; but gratitude, 
compaſſion, plead ſo ſtrongly however we 

will now quit a ſubject, which my preſent 
ſituation renders highly improper.“ 


I rejoice to find that you are preparing 
for your journey to town, and that you in- 
tend ſtopping at Claremont in your way to 
4 London, as I long to hear how the dear 
= Emily does, and Lady Forteſcye can un- 
. - inform you. 


Lady Oſſory deſires her beſt e 


ments. | 
I am ever your 's, 


—_ 
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1 Arrived at Claremont yeſterdy m morning. 
21 found here Mr. Leſley, and his ami- 
able daughter. The dear Emily turned 

pale upon my entering the room. Yet ſhe 
appears pleaſed with my company, and 
joined her intreaties with thoſe of Lady 
Forteſcue and Mr. Leſley, in order to pre- 
vail upon me to remain here till the latter 
end of the week. —Angelic creature! how 
has ſhe increaſed the admiration I had be- 
fore conceived for her! But I will inform 
your lordſhip of the particulars of a con- 
verſation, which has juſt paſſed betweeh us, 
relative to Sir Charles. ——1 was walking in 
the garden, ruminating upon the ſcenes 
that had paſt ſince my former viſit at Clare- 
mont, when the appearance of Miſs Leſley 
" G's interrupted 


V TT I'SRHS 
Interrupted my reverie. I haſtened to- 


... wards her, and we entered into a diſcourſe, 


which inſenſibly led us to mention Sir 
Charles. She inquired after him with the 
moſt tender ſollicitude. I informed her of 
his interview with Mrs. Wilmot, of her 
motives for rejecting his addreſſes, and the 
dejection which Sir Charles experienced 
upon this diſappointment of his hopes. 
Emily ſighed at the detail, and, aſter a ſhort 
pauſe — “ Mrs, Wilmot is truly generous, 
ſaid ſhe, and my heart is ſenſible of its ob- 
ligations to her,—But ſhall I conſent to 
purchaſe tranquillity at the expence of Sir 
Charles? s happineſs t Ah! it is impoſ- 
Gble that I can experience any, whilſt he 
is wretched. Let her then no longer op- 
poſe Sir Charles's wiſhes— their felicity ſhall 
be mine. My ſoul diſdains an enjoyment, 
which is incompatible with virtue. The 
pleaſing conſciouſneſs of having performed 
my duty, has enabled me to ſupport the 
cruelty. of my fate; but if I reſign this 
| ſweet conſolation, from - whence can I de- 
rive comfort? I have learnt to bear every 
ls but ms. which ariſes. rom guilt—— 


there 
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| chere a are no other inſupportable. — ! there- 
fore deſire, 1 iatreat Mrs. Wilmot, no 
longer to reject Sir Charles's addreſſes. I 
ſhall conſider her acceptance of them as a 
favour copferred upon myſelf Good hea» 
ven's, Sir Charles to be refuſed! Here 
Mr. Leſley interrupted our converſation ;_ 
but Emily informed him of what had paſ- 
ſed, and he joined, with equal earneſtneſs, 
in ache wiſhes of his amiable We * 


1 was . 1 left * Fees hi; and 
he was then more urgent than before. He 
told me, that he ſhould rejoice to hear of 
Sir Charles's marriage, as he then hoped his 
Emily would intirely recover her tranquil- 
lity :—* For, continued the good man, 
though my child is determined, at all events, 
never to give her hand to Sir Charles, yet, 
whilſt he continues ſingle, ſhe will unknow- 
ingly be influenced by emotions, which 
muſt prevent the re- eſtabliſnment of her 
peace. But, when he is once united to 
another, every thing ceaſes—her tenderneſs 
will be no longer indulged as an innocent, 
far leſs as a laudable ſenſation ; it will be- 
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come criminal, She will behold: it with. 
ſhame and regret, - and my Emily will not 
long harbour : a ſentiment, for. which ſhe 
has cauſe to bluſh. 


2 22 #* # „ „ 


| As I 2 buſineſs to tranſact at Park- 

hill which may poſſibly detain me ſome 
days, I intend writing this very evening to 
Mrs. Wilmot, to inform her of theſe par-. 
ticulars. I ſhall alſo ſend a few lines to Sir 
Charles. IE 


2 My. "Wm e attend Lady Oſ- 
Air 9 


12 am your Lordſhip's IN 
Obedient humble ſervant, 


EpwarD BeyenLy, 
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Lord Ossonv to Mr. BeverLy. 


T HE generoſity of the lovely Emily 


has coft Mrs. Wilmot many tears 3 


but the event is anſwerable to our wiſhes. 


/ f 


8 She 


She has promiſed to give her hand to Sir 
Charles, as ſoon as the laws of decorum 
will permit, and he is become the W 
of mankind. d 


My Henrietta partakes, beyond expreſ- 
| Hon, in the felicity of a brother ſo dear to 
we Roh is en the life of our Mae sri 


"Ji not the Mins, ſtoic 1 the 
pleaſures of this world, and deſpiſe a hap- 
pineſs which his gloomy ſoul is incapable of - 
taſting. It preſents many enjoyments, 
which the eye of reaſon a behold. .in | 
2 NT | % 

4 Offory.e enters. my apartment, 
„ Writing my Lord! and to whom? — 
to our Beverly. Tell him then, that! no- 
thing can add to our happineſs but the plea- 
ſure of his company tell him alſo, that 
our beloved Sir Charles—but you have 
"OY ee his 1 N —3 


„Kalbe my car Beverly -our ir be con- 
plimenes attend: you ever. 
C 4 un 


18 7 N 54. + * #3 Zo 1 * 2 
17109 * FF, 95% 11 8 3 to N. 


*. * r TER I 


17 I; 


. Miſs FRaESLOVE i, Sy DNR Ye. | 


"DS © 
1 1 


A* order lips; Hueriert- Forine fa- 
vours me beyond expectation. The 
very week, nay, day, was fixed for my re- 
turning to the Thorns, and] was abfolute- 
ly deromed with chagrin, when Lady 
Bab's illneſs retarded my journey, and the 
phyſicians having adviſed her Ladymip to 
try the Bath waters, my dear, good · natur- 
ed uncle has conſented to my attending her 
to that enchanting place. Mr. Elvin is to 
be our eſcort.—By the bye, Harriet, we 
have had a moſt tremendous quarrel, and 1 
ſhould not have forgiven him again fo 
ſoon, had we not wanted him at this 2 
ture——a lover to contradict his miſtreſs ! 
to diſpute her authority amazing pre- 
ſumption! Yet he 1s inſenſible of his fault, 
and continues grave, nay, ſullen. What 
proud wretches theſe men are, my dear] ſo 
| _ averſe 


L ET TE MAS. ap 
averſe to owning their ranſ@rclions! the 
creature did not even kiſs the lily hand 
which! was extended to him, as a ſign of re- 
conciliation —I muſt not loſe him however. 


Adieu, my dear. Lady Bab has this 
moment n "_ CEP 
1 =p of p "Wk: >. fo 
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x7 FE y been at Bath near ten days, 
VV and Lady Bab has already recover- 
ad her ſpirits. It is the only place in the 
world for thoſe who are fond of company 
and diſſipation. Every hour is devoted to 
pleaſure ; and health, which is the profeſ- 
fed deſign of the journey, is in general the 
laſt thing that is thought of, 


C x For 
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» For the firſt day or two after our arrival, 
her Ladyſhip faw nobody, except a Miſs 
Howard, a couſin of her's—who, by the 
way, is a pretty obliging girl, and I believe, 
with a few of my inſtructions, would make 
a figure in the world. Lady Bab has al- 
ready attempted to ridicule her out of two 
or three old faſhioned notions, which ſpoil 


her for a fine lady; but the chit has no am- 


bition to acquire thoſe excellencies, which 
are neceſſary to conſtitute that character. 
She glories in her ſegſbiliſy, her modeſty, and 
a hundred other aukward qualifications, 
which are entirely exploded from the beau 
monde, She has already interceded for 
the gentle Elvin; her tender heart is ſoften- 
ed by his diſtreſs; ſhe wonders at my com- 
poſure - yet this girl is lively, chatty, and 
degagee. What a pity that ſuch endow- 
ments ſhould be attended with emotions, 
that render all her talents uſeleſs !—But 
company obliges me ip bid you” adieu for 
the preſent. 
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Oh! my dear, ſuch a triumph ! your. 
Charlotte has made a conqueſt, and ſuch a 
conqueſt !— None of your commoners, 
child; but the young, the janty, the ac- 
compliſhed Lord Byron. — Elvin but he 
is beneath a thought let him carry his ad- 
dreſſes to thoſe, whote beauty and endow- 


ments intitle them to look 1 no _— 4 
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me who'i is this Lord Byron, you aſk > 
Why, my dear, all I know of him is, that 
he is Quite the faſhion 3 that he is juſt re- 
turned from abroad, where he has learned 
every thing that is neceffary to conſtitute a 
fine gentleman ; and i in watt — bt here he 
18, = | 
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Tam preparing for: he ball to-oight ; 
Lord Byron is to be my partner for the 
evening — how Elvin will ſtare ! Lexpe& 
him here every moment, but he muſt learn 
to give ptace to his ſuperiors, 
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Poor 
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Poor Elvin was indeed chagrined. He 
un with Miſs Howard; but the Lady 
had no reaſon to be ſatisfied with her part - 
ner. My Lord and I engaged all his at- 
eefftion 3 yet he endeavoured to look care- 
keſs, and even happy. Poor Elvin! he is 
not half a hypocrite—he was quite rude to 
Byron, and barely civil to me. Who is 
that i er- nen fellow? ſaid my Lord to 
me.. Oh never mind him, returned 
1 careleſsly; 3 one cannot an the wiſhes 
of every eee 


8 then 4 mend toNiſcard 
Mr. Flvin, Charlotte? What will your 
uncle ſay to your reſolution * How ! can 
my uncle condemn his niece for being pru.. 
dent? for ennobling her family ?— Impoſ- 
fible, child; he will, he muſt approve my 
conduct. But is it honourable?— Pho, 
mere farce and nonſenſe! We girls of ſpirit 
ate above being — by ſuch vulgar 

notions, 
Farewel, my dear Harriet, and expect 
* to n me in 3 unleſs you 
will 
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will bid adieu to thoſe rigid-precepts, which 


interfere with nen . en 
every eee 116? 0 0% n 


am your 5, 
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Y E S, my dear ſiſter, Tam now ; bur too 
plainly convinced, that Miſs Free- 
love beholds me with indifference. Would 
ſhe elfe treat me with this mortifying ne- 
glect for the ſake of one, who is known on- 
| ly to be deſpiſed, and whoſe ſhattered for- 
tune renders the motive of his addreſſes but 
too apparent ? Shall I then continue to 
think of ſuch a-woman !— Forbid it pride 
— it every honeſt, every laudable 
emotion! No, dear as it will coſt me, I am 


determined to bid adieu to her for ever, un- 
| 8888 leſs 
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leſs he will promiſe to > relinquiſh | all 
An ng of Lord Byron. 2 | 
213 -64hy 1>{53 18 
I will ſee her this morning, and inſiſt 
upon coming to an eclairciſſement, which 
ſhe has hitherto ſtudiouſly avoided—and 
why ? but that ſhe might ill triumph over 
my weakneſs ! Oh, Lady Eſſex, had I but 
followed your advice! But forgive my 
folly : never,/never more ſhall my fancy 
. my Judgment. 


Adieu ! you mall know the rel of my 
viſit by the next poſt ; 1 cannot write more 


at prefent. 
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From the Same. 


: AX is over, my dear Sophia, and 
your- brother's peace is ſacrificed. No, 

I deſpiſe her too much. Ungrateful, per- 
fidious as ſhe is, ſhe expects that I ſhould 
return to her again no doubt; ah ! how 
greatly is ſhe deceived! I ſhall remain at 
Bath on purpofe to convince her, that it is 
poſſible to be rejected by her, and yet to be 
happy. I am not unhappy ; were ] ſo, I 
ſhould deteſt myfelf, ſo meanly as ſhe has 
treated me. Lady Bab deſired me not to 
diſcontinue my viſits; did ſhe imagine, that 
I would ſubmit to be a witnefs of my rival's 
triumph ? Can the inconſiderate Charlotte 
expect, that Mr. Freelove will ever conſent 
to her union with Lord Byron ? A title 
will not induce him to forego every other 


conſi deration—but it matters not to me, 
whether 


| LETTERS 
whether he is ſucceſsful or no; e reſolu- 


* 0 
1170 — 175 


tion is unalterably ixed. STD 


Farewel, my dear EY and Fl aſfored 
of the ſincerity of my regard. 


oy Exe. 


rr * 
Miſs Fx ERTO VE to Miſs Sr DET. 


E LL, well, my dear, I cannot help 
Vit. Lord bleſs me, muſt I be ſub- 
je& to all his caprices ? . Diſcard' Lord 
Byron,” and why ſo pray? 1 thought, 
- Harriet, that you had been above liſtening 
20 the malicious repreſentations of a cenſo- 
zious world; but I find that I was miſtaken. 
You abſolutely write with all the acrimony 
of an old maid, and againſt a man who is 
perfectly unknown to you. Pray, is this 
conſiſtent with theſe rules which I always 


imagined directed your conduct? + Make 
_—_— RR 42 it 
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it up with Mr. Elvin acknowledge your 
errors nothing is more amiable than an 
ingenuous confeſſion of our faults. — Yes 
indeed! and be deſpiſed ever after by him. 
— No, no, child, I will never exalt his cha- 
racter by debaſing my own. Belides, were 
] diſpoſed to obey you, it would be impoſ- 
fable, for he has vowed never to ſpeak to 
me more. But perhaps you would have 
me introduce the ſubject, and, with a bluſh- 
ing timidity, implore his attention, whilſt 
enumerate my tranſgreſſions? Methinks, I 
ſee him liſtening, with a ſcornful ſuperio- 
rity, , to the ſelt- accuſing tale, and ſlowIV 
avowing his forgiveneſs, leſt the ſudden 
tranſport ſhould too powerfully affect me. 
Pet this is the humiliation you were pre- 

paring for the poor Charlotte. Thank 

heaven it is NN ns” 


# #F% * TY 


= campany, to > aþe ball this evening. 
Lord Byron is uncertain whether he can 
meet us. No fear, however, of your 
Charlotte's not getting a: partner, as ſhe is 
quite the * and allowed to excel the ge- 

| nerality 
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nerality of her ſex as much in wit, as in 
beauty. But I ſhould not have told you 
this; you wilF add the * e vs of va-! 
yy} to gy Wider faults of your 40 
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JF H. OP "what's harlicleion N 
that 6dious Elvin! but vou Wilk 
riot {pit me et f bt telt you" my Late" 
tres. We were at the ball laſt night 
Mits Howard and ſome other dies ac- 
companied us. I was chatting with the 
former, when Elvin entered the room 
what an opportunity for him to have made 
his peace vith me? Lady Bab ſpoke to him, 
but he anſwered her with a cold politeneſs; 
yet fo devoid was I of malice, that I thought 
the creature booked handfome, and ever) 
perceived graces in his perſon, Which had 
before eſcaped my notice. 
| You 
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You ſee, Harriet, I was not like the fox 
in the fable ; my fruit was ſweeter for be- 
ing out of reach. He came up to Miſs 
Howard, - and though I ſtood next her, and 
was, as he heard me tell her juſt before, diſ- 
engaged, yet the malicious wretch had the 
effrontery to ſolicit her hand for the even- 
ing. Oh! how I wiſhed for Byron's pre- 
ſence! I was ready to die with vexation. 
He is loſt; that's certain but who cares? 
Jenny taps at the door. Mifs Howard 
is below, Madam“ - ſhe comes to proclaim 
her triumph no doubt to repeat all the 
ſoft things that Elvin ſaid to her; but I 
will, in that caſe, mortify her ſafficiently : 
the chit is not- uled. to be complitnented, 10 


1 - 7 
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Miſs Howard is gone —ſhe did not men- 
tion Mr. Elvin! was ready prepared for 
her if ſhe had, but did not chuſe to begin 
the ſubject. She looked uncommonly ill 
this morning. Do you like black hair, 
Harriet? It is my averſion. 

Adieu. 5 


CHARLOT TE F REELOVE + 


rr ene 


I. E TT E R cxx!ul. 


Miſs HONEY to Mr. FazsLovs. 
T H E duty 1 you, Sir, * the in · 
tereſt I take in my Couſin's welfare, 
will not ſuffer me to keep you ignorant of 
an affair, which may be attended with the 
_ — 3 | 


8 hes diſmided Mr. Elvin for the 
ſake of a new admirer, Lord Byron 
whoſe ſuperior rank alone has gained him 
the preference. His Lordſhip is perſonally” 
unknown to me, but I am not unacquaint- 
ed with his. character. Did an exaltation of 
rank neceſſarily produce an elevation of ſen- 
timent, Charlotte's ambition would be lau- 
dable z but alas! goodneſs and greatneſs 
are rarely united: ſuch will ever be the caſes 
_ whilſt fortune can command that reſpect⸗ 

which is due only to merit. | 

„ 
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I have long regretted my coulin's inti- 
macy with Lady Bab Dormer; and to that 
connection impute many of her errors. 
Charlocte's volatility readers thought pain- 
ful to her; ſhe therefore ſubmit: to the 


guidance of thoſe, who are, of all others, 


the moſt improper to be her conductors. 


She has, by this means, been led into miſ- 


takes, which ſhe might otherwiſe. have 
avaidcd. 

I have informed you of my couſin's ſitu- 
ation, not daubting but your prudence will 


extricate her from the dangers which attend 
it; and 1 will only add, that if matters 


cannot be amicably adjuſted between her 
and Mr. Elvin, the ane ſhe Waves mow” 
tho beter. — 6 


I am, dear Sir, 


' Your's moſt affectionately, 


- 


HARRIET SYDNEY. 


LE .- 


„ Li r rA 4 


ene 


Mr. Fx EELOVE to Miſs FaEELOVE. 


F report may be believed, you have act- 
ed very indiſcreetly, Charlotte. Will 
you never learn prudence ? Did not I ſettle 
every thing with Mr. Elvin? Had I not 


found his fortune beyond my moſt ſanguine 


expectations? And yet this man is diſcard- 
ed, becauſe he does not happen to be poſ- 
ſeſſed of a title, the only advantage your 
new admirer has to boaſt of. Fye upon 
you, Charlotte ! for a girl of ſenſe, you act 
very fooliſhly. But you were ſpoiled by 


my late ſiſter, and were too much wedded 
to your caprices when you came under my 
care, for me to effect any reformation. 


Your Couſin Harriet now, what a good 
child ſhe is! Devoting her time to her 


_ worthy grandmother, and indifferent to 


thoſe idle gewgaws, which conſtitute all 
8 | your 


your ene 1 wiſh 1 bad profited 
more from ſo amiable an example; but how 
can one expect amendment ſrom thoſe who 
are inſenſible of their errors? “ Who call 
evil good, and good, evil?“ Who glory in 
their faults, and place them in the catalogue 
of their attractions; I will not ſay virtues 
the very ſound is diſagreeable to the ei 
ears of a fine lady. 


2 expect being at Bath in a week, or ten 
days at fartheſt; and ſhall then endeavour 
to adjuſt matters between you and poor 
Mr. Elvin, who, doubt not, has ſuffered 
much from your unkindneſs. And remem- 
ber, Charlotte, that I will have no appeals 
to the judgment of Lady Bab in matters, 
where I ought to determine. I like not 

that friend of your's— but this by the bye. 


I am, dear Charlotte 
Your affectionate uncle, 


Rog ERT FREELOVE. 


„ 


wy - x * 2 . * * * 2 | 
A. K rr ERS 
, ; . 
4 - ; 7 : . 
F - 
- - * . 4 4 8 


2 7 i F N * , f N i . * bf ; 4 + , : * 
{ # & = 7 F * » 2 of i 4 & + ; * * — . * 
1 * : 


Miſs FeetLove to Mr, Fr ztLove, 


HE RE never was a girl who endea- 
voured to aggrandize her family, by 
procuring herſelf, an elevated ſituation in 
life, that was treated like your Charlotte. 


Inſtead of being applauded for my pru- 
dence, I am condemned for wantof thought: 


my care is termed folly ; and my ambition, 
raſhneſs. wth 


My coufin Harriet is propoſed as a pat- 
tern I am far from depreciating her me- 
rits but ſurely your Charlotte—has ſhe 
ever attracted the attention of the beau 
monde ? Who are her admirers? the Cu- 
rate of the village perhaps, or ſome of the 
neighbouring ſquires, to whom her notabi- 
tity and prudence {rare accompliſhments !) 
may render her agreeable. But amongſt 
people of taſte—you underſtand me, Sir? 
224 . 
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Jou coming to Bath my dear Sir! amaz- 
ing !—but your journey will not be attends 
ed with the con ſequences you expect—poor 
Mr. Elvin is purſuing a more yielding dam - 
ſel. I believe the wretch quarrelled with 
me, on purpoſe to have a pretence for with- 
drawing his addreſſes. 


Miſs Howard now engages all his atten- 
tion; he dances with her at every public 
place, and the girl is ſo happy | he always 
| lked her, and has frequently praiſed her, 
even in my preſence, before our Jaſt alterca- 
tion happened. | | 


— 


I am ignorant what report may ſay of 
Lord Byron; for I deſpiſe it: but of this 
I am certain, that every thing which tends 
to depreciate his character, muſt be falſe. 
He is the politeft—gentleſt—moſt enchant- 
ing creature you ever beheld. I know he 
will ſoon remove every unfavourable im- 
preſſion you may have received of him. 
The world condemns him, and why? —be- 
cauſe it hates thoſe excellencies it cannot 
Vor. II. WE obtain 
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obtain by the world I mean, every perſon 
of vulgar and contracted ideas. 


And ſo you diſlike Lady Bab, my dear 
Sir ? I cannot divine the cauſe. Her La- 
dyſhip attrafts univerſal reſpect, and 1 
think deſerves it; — ſurely Harriet has not 
but I muſt be ſilent. | 

3 Sies depend upon my pru- 
dence, and believe me you ſhall never have 

reaſon to regret the confidence you place in 
Your | 


CHARLOTTE FREELOVE, 


P. S. What intolerable weather we have 

had lately !— it will render travelling very 

difagreeable—and your gouty diſorders— 
but my care will be ſuſpected. 


L. E T- 


r 
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Lady Esskx to Lady Ossoxv. 


HE event has happened, which you 
have ſo long predicted. My brother 
is grown weary of an attachment, from 
which there could be no reaſonable expec- 
tation of happineſs. He looks back with 
aſtoniſhment at the infatuation, which late- 
ly poſſefled him. Where are now the 
graces that allured his heart! Thoſe lively 
ſallies, which once appeared to be adorned 
with all the poignancy of wit, ſeem now 
only the reſult of unbluſhing confidence; 
the ebullitions of a gaiety, which was unin- 
fluenced by reſtraint—ſo true it is, that no- 
thing can long charm the mind, which i ls 
unſupported by e and virtue. 


* 


I intend going to Bath next week, ſo 
that I ſhall not yet have the pleaſure of 
_ embracing you. 

0 Sir 
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Sir John deſires his reſpectful devoirs to 
Lord Oſſory - but he commands me to tel! 
your Lady ſhip, that he has not forgiven 
your laſt ſaucy note to him, and that he 
ſhall anſwer it with the greateſt virulence 
Chow will you compromile the affair ? 


My reſpects wait upon Lord Offory and 
Sir Charles. 


Yours, 
SE TRIES 1 T 


SopHIA EssEx. 


. E TT ER CXXVIL 
"mh FREELOVE to Miſs SYDNEY. 


Fine piece of work Charlotte has made 
of it!—oh, theſe girls! I intended, you 


| 4 


may be ſure, to have been very angry with 
her upon my arrival; but the artful huſſy 


found means to ſubdue my reſentment, by 
enumerating 


F 33 
enumerating the advantages, that would at- 
tend her preſent connection, and Lady Bab. 
joining in the ſame ſtrain, I began to think 
the girl had ated wiſely. However I ſaid 
nothing, but went the next morning to 


Lord Byron's, in order to determine what 
plan I ſhould _—_ | 


. Lordchig as ſoon as he heard my 
name, received me with an inundation of 
compliments; yet, notwithſtanding all bis 
efforts to conceal it, I diſcovered à confu- 
ſion in his countenance, which ſeemed to be 
an unfavourable omen. It was ſome time 
before he would fuffer me to introduce a 
word, and I began to be tired of this foole- 
ry, when a momentary pauſe happening in - 
the converſation, I mentioned my niece : he 
haſtily interrupted me, and poured forth the 
moſt high-flown compliments in her praiſe ; 
he declared that ſhe was the maſter- - 
piece of nature, that in her were comprized 
all the excellencies of her ſex, &c.** + Þ 
doubt not, my Lord, returned I gravely, 
your affection for my niece, but it is alſo 
neceſſary to think of other particulars. 
D 3 Her 


i 
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Her fortune“ “ mention it not, interrupt- 
ed he; ſhe is herſelf a treaſure, and“ 
5 but a little caſo, my Lord, rejoined I ſmi- 


| ling, will be no encumbrance, I ſuppoſe.” 
- He coloured; as for that, anſwered he 
heſitatingly, money, to be ſure, is but too 


neceſlary--I wiſh from my ſoul it were other- 
wiſe, for my part but every thing of that 


| ſort can be foon adjuſted.” Not as we pro- 


ceed, my Lord, returned I haſtily.” ] beg 
your pardon, Sir, rejoined he coolly 1 
really did not imagine, that you would en. 
ter ſo ſoon into a diſcuſſion of theſe points, 
about which people of rank are generally 
indifferent. My fteward—but I can write 
to him, indeed.” © I always wiſh, my 
Lord, replied I, to be upon a certainty. 


My Niece's fortune will amount to 


20,000 l. 5000 l. of which will be paid 


upon the day of her marriage (in caſe I ap- 


prove the connection) og 5,000 |. when 


ſhe comes of age—ſhe is not yet twenty. 
But if ſhe marries contrary to my wiſhes, 
he forfeits all right to the firſt 5000 J. 
which comes immediately into my poſſeſ- 


| ſon. 


— 


I can- 


e 35 
cannot give you his Lordſhip's anſwer, 
it was ſo incoherent, and delivered in fo 
confuſed a manner. I was convinced, that 
the reports concerning him were but too 
well founded, and that he only paid his ad- 
dreſſes to Charlotte, for the ſake of that 
fortune he would have appeared to deſpiſe. 


Company coming in delivered him from 
his embarraſſment, and I immediately after 
withrew. Upon my return I wrote to his 
Lordſhip, and forbade his future viſits to 
my niece. | LE 


The affair, by ſome means, became pub- 
lic, and my gentleman was arreſted, two 
days after, for 300 l. by a tradeſman who 
had omitted taking this ſtep ſooner, from 
his having heard that his Lordſhip was g0- 
ing to be married to a rich heireſs, My 
Lord was ſo hurt by the * that he left 
Bath the next day. 


I have not ſeen Mr. Elvin yet, as he is 
abſent upon a party of pleaſure. We ſhall 
remain here ſome time longer, (as Lord 

D 4 Byron 
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Byron has decamped) for Bath is very 
agreeable to your couſin, and the poor girl 
has been ſufficiently mortified lately. 


IJ am, with due reſpects to Lady 1 


. ney, 


Your affectionate uncle, 


RoBERT FREELOVE: 


rn 
Lady Fax to Lady Ossonx. | 


172 PO N our arrival at Bath id 
we found my brother juſt returned 
fois a little excurſion. He received us 
with the moſt lively pleaſure. I was rejoic- 


ed to ſee him look ſo well, and appear fo 


; chearful. 


| This morning, as we were ſitting at 
5 nnn. the ſervant entered with Mr. 
; Freelove's 
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Freelove's compliments, who was below, 
and deſired to ſpeak with Mr. Elvin. My 
brother ordered the ſervant to ſhew him up 
ſtairs; yet appeared ſurpriſed at the meſſage. 
For my part, I was horridly chagrined at. 
the mention of that formidable name. 
& Fear nothing, my dear Sophia, ſaid he 
(perceiving my agitations) my reſolutions are 
unalterable, becauſe founded upon reaſon.”? 
The old gentleman's. entrance prevented 
his adding more. He received him with the 
utmoſt politeneſs. Sir John withdrew pre- 
ſently after his arrival, and leſt us to our- 
ſelves. 


Mr. Freelove, after ſome heſitation, in- 
formed my brother, that he wanted to ſpeak 
to him in private. You may be perfect- 
ly unreſerved before Lady Eſſex, returned 
my brother; I have no ſecrets that I wiſh 
to conceal from her; and upon this occa- 
ſion I particularly deſire her preſence.”* Mr. 
Freelove then told my brother of his ſur- 
prize and vexation at the conduct of his 
niece, but ſaid that he hoped it was not too 
late to procure a reconciliation, as he came 


8 - for 
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for that purpoſe to Bath, and had found 
Miſs Freelove ſenſible of her imprudence, 
and diſpoſed to make every reaſonable con- 
ceſſion adding, that Lord Byron was in- 
tirely diſmiſſed. He then expreſſed, in the 
warmeſt terms, his regard for my brother, 
and the pleaſure he ſhould have in his al- 
liance. Mr. Elvin thanked him for his 
civilities, but politely declined his farther 
| Interpoſition. ** That I once tenderly lov. 
ed Miſs Freelove, proceeded he, I need not 
tell you; but that time is now over, I 
could not therefore return to her with ho- 
nour. She trifled with my heart, whilſt 
it was in her poſſeſſion ; but it has now re- 
covered its freedom. I wiſh her happy, 
but am certain that it is not in my power to 
render her ſo. Our inclinations are widely 
different different in effentials. Miſs Free- 
love is fondly attached to pleaſure; my 
greateſt enjoyments ariſe from retirement, 
We ſhould cach of us be partial to out own 
purſuits, and behold thoſe of another with 
a contempt that would frequently appear, 
and a reſentment that could not be always 


* The deſires of prudence, and 
3 the 
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the ſolicitudes of affection, would perhaps 
be conſtrued into the petulance of caprice, 
or the haughtineſs of command; and I 
ſhould either be obliged to ſacrifice my own 
inclinations, or to obtain the gratification 
of them, at the expence of my tranquillity.” 
The old gentleman appeared chagrined at a 
reſolution which he could not condemn, and 
left us rather ITED highly diſſatisfied, 


I ſhall not cleave Bath directly, as my bro- 
ther has requeſted my ſtay, and it is a place . 
I was always fond of. 


Our united compliments attend your 
Ladyſhip, and Lord Oſſory. 


I am, 
Your's, 


SopPHIA Ess kx. 


LET: 
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LET ER ona; 
Lady W to Miſs Howarp. 


I Thank you, my * Mis Howard, for 

your obliging congratulations, upon the 
arrival of Sir Edward; and ſhould much 
ſooner have anſwered your letter, but for 
the various avocations which his preſence 
has occaſioned. 


Mr. Beauchamp, an intimate friend of his, | 

accompanied him from Paris. He is come 
over with a reſolution of ſeeing every thing 
in England, that is worthy obſervation. 
They ſet off on their intended tour next 


week. 


l had yeſterday a letter from our good 
friend, Mr. Leſley. Emily, he ſays, is ſe- 
rious, but not melancholy ; and takes plea- 


- fure in in thoſe purſuits, which once con- 
ſtituted 


— —— — 
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ſtituted her greateſt happineſs. *©** My be- 
loved child, adds this worthy man, is a 
proof of the efficacy, the ſufficiency of reli- 


gion, to moderate, and even ſubdue, every 


temporal affliction.” 


But Mr. Leſtey, my dear Clariſſa, is not 
well. I intend viſiting Park-hill in a few 
days, and ſhall endeavour to prevail upen 
him to return with me to Claremont. 
Change of air may be beneficial to him. 


My ſon deſires his reſpectful compli- 
ments. 5 | 


J remain ever dear Miſs Howard's af- 
fectionate humble ſervant, | 5 


MaRIANNE ForTascus: 


PB 
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Lady Ess Ex to Lady OssoR NY. 


1 Know my dear Lady Oſſory will partake 
with me in the joy which has taken 
poſſeſſion of my heart. I will therefore re- 
late the occaſion of it, without any further 
preface. 8 


I was fitting with my brother this morn- 
ing, in a pick-tooth way Sir John abſent 
—when the converſation fell inſenſibly 
upon love (by the bye he had been very 
thoughtful for ſeveral days.) The ſubject, 
you know, is inexhauſtible, My brother, - 
however, interrupted me in one of my ha- 
rangues, by aſking me gravely, what 1 
ſhould think of him, if he were to be again 
enſlaved by that paſſion. ** Would you 
not blame my raſhneſs, continued he, and 


wonder at my irreſolution ?. Not at all, 
On returned 


* 
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returned I haſtily; the emotion is laudable, | 
where the object is deſerving, and I need 
not fear'ybur chuſing improperly.” 1 
am not intitled to ſuch a compliment, re- 
Joined he, though I hope experience has 
taught me wiſdom; it is I only, who 
can in this caſe be undeſerving . How ! 
Interrupted I, is it then really ſo? But the 
Lady, the Lady, dear brother!“ —Can'c 
you gueſs ? Yes, wrong, I ſuppoſe—is ' ſhe 
fair or brown—handſome or give me 
ſome hints at leaſt. Well then, ſhe is beau- 
tiful without affectation, chearful without 
levity, modeſt without 'prudery.—-Indeed, 
I know none that deſerves theſe encomi- 

ums, except—Miſs Howard.—Ir is ſhe her- 
ſelf.—Then I am happy—why, brother, 
this is the very girl I had fixed upon for 
you; and I wondered, the moment I be- 
held her, how you could perſiſt in your ad- 
dreſſes to the giddy Charlotte, after you 
had ſeen that ſweet creature. I always 
admired Miſs Howard, returned he, and 
wiſhed that Miſs Freelove had copied fo fair 
an example; but fince my heart has re- 


covered its liberty, I have been more at 
| leiſure 


rr er 
leiſure to obſerve her attractions; and the 
engaging manners of the one have appear- 
ed ſo amiable, when contraſted with the 
airy. flights of the other, that I may now 
perhaps love her with far greater tender- 
neſs, than if my inclinations had at firſt 
given her the preference.” 


The poſt is going away: adieu then, my 
deareſt friend. 


Vour's, &c. 


SoPHIA ESSEX. 


L ET T E R CXXXL 
M.iſs FRE ETOVE to Miſs Sypxty. 


W HAT do you think, Harriet ?— 
Mr. Elvin has abſolutely offered 
himſelf co Miſs Howard, and is accepted. 
Amazing! The girl is reckoned handſome 
indeed—but then to forget me ſo ſoon 1 
| Mrs. 


Err 65 
Mrs. Bruton, a couſin of Mr. Howard's, 
was the firſt perſon from whom I received 
this intelligence ſpiteful creature ! ſhe 
meant to mortify me, no doubt; but I 
kept my countenance to a miracle.--Heigh- 
ho! This won't do, though, Harriet--I ſhall 
begin to think but away reflection, which 


l always deteſted, and am now moſt unfit 


for. I ſtept to my glaſs, to fee how this 
new. emotion ſuited my complexion — 
good heavens, what a wretch ! Why I have | 
abſolutely got the deſpairing look of anti- 
quated virginity. If I had loved the man 
indeed !—but I never felt the leaſt inclina- 
tion for him, till after his di/miſſiou—do, my 
dear, let me call it fo, 


My uncle leaves Bath on Monday, and 
your humble ſervant muſt accompany him. 
I ſhall ſpend ſome time with you in Eſſex, 
however, before I return to the Thorns— 
but don't be malicious, child, and let not 


the name of Elvin eſcape your lips, a as you 
value the ä of 


Chanorry FR EELOVR. 
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Lady FoxTzscusz to Miſs HOwAR D. 


FT T ts unneceſſary to tell you how ſin- 
. cerely I partake in your preſent happi- 
neſs. You are too well convinced of my 
friendſhip to require any further aſſurances - 
of it, and know that my. beſt. withes are 
ever your's. 


I am no ſtranger to Mr. Elvin's charac-: 
ter, nor is he indeed perſonally unknown to 
me. I can therefore repeat the praiſes you 
fo juſtly. laviſh: upon him. What can be 
expected from ſuch an union, but the moſt 
permanent felicity ! Oh! how unlike that 

fatal connection! forgive me, my dear © 
Clariſſa, for thus intruding upon thoſe mo- 
ments, which ought to be devoted to far 
different emotions—1I will lay aſide my pen 
for a few minutes. 


FIN 65 
T left Park-hill laſt week. Mr. Leſley 
was then much indiſpoſed, but intended 
viſiting Claremont in a few days. Hea- 
ven reſtore the health of that valuable man, 
which is ſo eſſential to the welfare of our E- 
mily, and to the happineſs of all his friends. 
That dear creature frequently mentions Sir- 
Charles Royſton, She fpeaks of him with 
tenderneſs, but without regret. She no 
longer repines at the interruption of an at- 
tachment, of the impropriety of which ſhe 
is fully convinced. ** Ah, my dear Lady 
Forteſcue, ſaid ſhe to me one day, when we 
were talking upon this ſubject, how little 
able are we, ſhort-ſighted mortals, to judge 
what is beſt for us? Had my union with . 
Sir Charles taken place, might not the ſo- 
| licitudes of a new connection have rendered 
me inattentive to thoſe duties, which now _ 
conſtitute my greateſt happineſs? And how 
much does declining age require the tender 
aſſiduities of filial love! Can I then 
murmur at the decrees of providence ?--No 
my heart ſubmits without reluctance to 
the will of heaven, convinced that whatever 
it ordains, is right.“. 


| Mr, 
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| Mr. Beverly was at Park-hill ſome days 
laſt week. He is going to Ireland with his 

friend Mr. Shirley, who has lately purchaſ- 
_ ed anefſtate there, and wants him to be pre- 
ſent whilſt he is making ſome alterations 
upon it. | 


Mr. Beverly defired his reſpectful com- 
pliments to the agreeable Miſs Howard.“ 


I muſt now bid you adieu, as Mr. Beau 
champ and Sir Edward are this moment ar- 
rived, and I am impatient to welcome 
them to Claremont. 

| Your's, 


MaRrIAnNe FORTESCUEs 
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LE T TE exnm 
Miſs FatzLOVE to Lady Dore. 


AJ ES, my dear Lady Bab, I am till in 
Eſſex. I had only to chooſe be- 
tween two evils, and this was the leaſt— 
and bad enough on my conſcience. To be 
excluded from all thoſe ſcenes of gaiety my 
heart delights in Oh, that I were free 
and independent—but the time will come 
— till then, I muſt ſubmit, as patiently as 
I can, to what is unavoidable. | 


Mrs. Wilmot has been in Eſſex ſome 
time; Sir Charles is therefore a frequent 
gueſt. He is really a divine fellow, but ſo 
engroſſed by his fair widow, that he has no 


eyes for any one elſe. Lovers are odious 


animals! But Sir Charles will ſoon become 


rational again : marriage is an excellent re- 
ſtorative for the ſenſes, 


— 


I ady 


rr 

Lady Sydney doats upon this Mrs. Wil- 
mot; and why? Self- love, child! — be- 
cauſe ſhe liſtens with attention to her Ante- 
diluvian tales, nor interrupts the tedious 
harangue— like a certain perſon of your ac- 


quaintance, with a- «© Yes, madam; 
ſo I remember you told me before, &c.'* 


But why ſhould I write further about 
theſe ſilly ſouls! Yet, alas! what elſe have 
Itoſay? | 


Farewel:; I am devoured | with the va- 


pours, and therefore, in pity to us both, I 
will conclude myſelf abruptly, your's, 


| CHARLOTTE FREELOVE. 


L E T- 
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a Es22x to Lady Oss0Ry. 


8 IR John "ey received a letter this week, 
which will haſten our return to Lon- 
don: we intend leaving Bath the latter 
end of next week. Ay 


Miſs Howard, in compliance with our 
wiſhes of having the nuptials performed, 
previous to our departure, has conſented to 
give her hand to my brother on Monday, 
and we are all ſo buſy in making prepara- 
tions for that important day! —for Mr. 
Howard is determined to have a public 
wedding, contrary to the wiſhes of his fair 
niece; but ſhe will not oppoſe his inclina- 
tions. Mr. and Miſs Leſley were the firſt 
invited gueſts; but the former is not well 
enough to undertake fo Jong a journey, and 


"Re? 


Miſs Leſley could not think of leaving him: 


How tenderly are theſe amiable friends at- 
tached 


mi LS TIT TER $S 

tached to each other, and what fervent 
prayers does the lovely Emily offer up for 
the happineſs of her Clariſſa ! May they be 
effectual but indeed, my dear Lady Oſ- 
ſory, chere is no room for doubt. 


Our * friends will not * with us to 
town, as Mr. Howard cannot part with his 
beloved niece ſo ſoon after her marriage; 
but Sir John is to get every thing ready for 
them in Berkley-ſquare, as they do not in- 
tend to be long abſent. — What pleaſure 
ſhall I experience in preſenting to your 
Ladyſhip my amiable ſiſter, who | iS Frepar- | 
ed to love you. 


Compliments to Lord Offory and his 
Henrietta, from Sir John, and your 


SorHIA EsSSEx. 
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| Miſs Fartrovz t to N Bore MER, = 


W. were 1 at breakfaſt this. 
morning. when a ſervant entered 
with the news- papers. Lady Sydney, who 
dearly loves theſe buſy intelligencers, put on 
her ſpecs, and began reading; when, 101 
the name of Elvin caught her attention, and 
ſhe turned to the intereſting period, which 
contained an account of his marriage with 
Miſs Howard. Bleſs me, my dear, what a 
profuſion of endowments were beſtowed, 
upon the bride !—not one Nl . 
vrobably e N 

1 kope Lady Efiex | is  faixked,. now 745 7 
brother is ſo prudently diſpoſed of. How © 
I deteſt theſe matchmakers ! Lady Sydney 
laoked at me, when ſhe had finiſhed the 


paragraph. Harriet wiſhed them happi- 
Vor. II. E neſs, 
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neſs, and the gentle Wilmot—bur, after all, 
who could have imagined, that he would 


have forgot me fo ſoon! me, whom he 


ſeemed to love fo tenderly !—had I not 
thought him ſecurely mine, I ſhould not 


have trifled with him as I did ; but how 


came I to make this confeſſion, ſo unwor- 
thy a girl of ſpirit! I have abſolutely lived 
with theſe ſoft ſouls, until I have acquired 
all their dove-like qualities. But think how 
Jam fituatee, amongſt ' ſhady groves, and 


purling ſtreams, with the continual preſence 


of two the moſt tender lovers in England 
what virgin heart of twenty would not 


be ſoftened by ſuch ſeducing ſcenes, 


Lady Sydney and Harriet are juſt gone 
into Mrs. Wilmot's apartment, after having 


had a long conference in private with Sir 


Charles. I fancy there is ſome ſecret go- 


ing forward —ſtay the partition is thin 


I will liften—— *©* No longer defer Sir 


: Charles's happineſs; punctilio has been 


enough regarded. Well ſaid, Harriet !— 


-T am ignorant, however, of the reſult ; but 


_— their endeayours were _ 
0 1 . 
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ful: theſe widows are ſeldom hard heart 
ed. n 


Adieu. When ſhall I aſſure you per⸗ 
ſonally how much I am, 


Tour's, 


CHARLOTTE FREELOVE, 


L £:T:T ERK CERN: 
Mrs. ELIN to Lady Fox r ESt. 


Am truly ſorry to find, that I ſhall be 
obliged to leave Bath, without paying 
my reſpects to your Ladyſhip at Clare- 
mont. My uncle, after having kept us a 
long time in ſuſpence, has at length deter- 
mined to ſet off for London on Monday 
next; and Mr. Elvin is to accompany me 
to-morrow to Park-hill, where we propoſe 
ſpending two or three days, 


= Iam 


— 
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I am impatient to ſee my Emily, yet 
dread the meeting; for, alas! Madam, the 
good Mr. Leſley - but you 1 you re- 
gret his ſituation. 


I will not finiſh this letter till my return 
from Park-hill, as I ſhall then be able to 
give your Ladyſhip a particular account of 
our friends 


Ss = SS $# » #® © w #S 


We returned to Bath laſt night. Oh, 
how did the ſight of Mr. Leſley affect me! 
He wiſhed. me joy, but I could not ſpeak 
to him. Emily preſſed me to her boſom. 
We endeavoured to reſtrain our tears, 
but our looks too expreſſively declared 
the agitations of our hearts. Mr, Lefſ- 
ley ſoon after withdrew, My beloved 
friend then unburthened all her ſorrows. 
She eagerly aſked our opinion of her fa- 
ther's fituation ; yer her very inquiries 
ſhewed her Geiger. What could we ſay ? 


Ts it honeft to excite hopes, which cannot, 
FA 1 fear, 


L a7 

I fear, be gratified? Never did Mr. 
| Leſley appear ſo amiable as at this in- 
tereſting period. He endeavours to ren- 
der Emily chearfut ; but how vain are 
his attempts! ſhe gazes upon him with 
a melancholy tenderneſs ; the tears guſh 
into her lovely eyes; ſhe tries to conceal 
her emotions, and retires to give vent to a 
grief, which is too violent for reſtraint. O, 
thou gracious being, to whom every event 
is poſſible, reſtore to my Emily this beſt of 
parents or, if thou haſt otherwiſe or- 
daĩned, grant her fortitude equal to ſuch "2 
trial! | 


I cannot deſcribe our parting. Scarcely 

could I bid Mr. Leſley adieu, when I re- 
flected that it might poſſibly be the laſt 
time I ſhould ever behold him. Mr. Elvin 
begged me, in a whiſper, to conceal my 
agitations, for the ſake of our dear friends. 
Mr. Leſley wept—I ſeized his hand, and 
Preſſed it tenderly to my lips; and having 
again embraced my Emily, I threw myſelf 
haſtily into the chaiſe; and Mr. Elvin fol- 
lowing me—it drove away. 

; . Ir 


re 
I rejoice to find that your Ladyſhip wilt 
return to Park-hill, when Mr. Beauchamp- 
and Sir Edward leave Claremont. Our 
Emily's ſituation requires all the aids of. 
friendſhip, to render it ſupportable, 


Mr. Elvin begs leave to add his reſpect· 
ful devoirs to thoſe of your Ladyſhip's 


Affectionate humble ſervant, 


CxARISS4 EL vIx. 


LET. 


LET TA 4% 


LETTER exxxvit.” 
Lady Foxrgecvs to Mrs. Ex yin. 


T was no bee me, my 
1 dear Mrs. Elvin, that I could not have 
the pleaſure of your company, before you 
left Bath. I had promifed Sir Edward, 
that I would introduce him to you, and our 
beloved Miſs Leſley, (whom he has not 
feen ſince» her infancy) and he was not a 
little chagrined at the diſappointment. He 
ſet off with Mr. Beauchamp laſt week for 
* * He does not intend leaving him 
until he returns to France. I am uncertain. 


when I ſhall ſee him again at Claremont. 


. went to Park- hill the day after the 
gentlemen left me, with the deſign of 
ipending ſome. time with our dear friends; 
but the very morning after my arrival, I 

received a letter ſrom Lady C—, inform- 
1 E 3. 1 
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ing me, that her Ladyſhip would be at 
Claremont that week in her way to Lon- 
don. I was truly concerned to hear of her 
intention; but it was then 400 late to poſt- 
pone the 153 A 


Mr. Leſley was rather better when J left 
Park- hill; but a letter, which I receiv- 
ed yeſterday from Emily, has filled me 
with apprehenſions upon his account; 
n to add to my vexation, Lady C—— 
confined to her room with a rheumatic 
8 which muſt e . m 
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oy remain, ah, wp belt e IE to 
Mr. Elvin and your uncle, dear Mrs. El- 
vin's beer affectionate B | 


(9331 


| Maztanns a 


» ; [ 
* 4 . E 4 2 
7 
: —_— 


FEN ff 


L E TT E R CXXXVIIE 
Miſs LesLey to Lady Foxrzscos. 


O 1 has what will Decomnd of the 
wretched Emily !—My dear, dear fa- 
ther is very bad—his eyes have a dying 
languor—Good heavens! muſt I then loſe 
him !—loſe him for ever! the thought is 
diſtraction! Haſten, dear Lady Forteſcue, 
I conjure you, to my aſſiſtance - ſupport 
your Emily in this trying hour - greatly does 
ſhe ſtand in need ot your preſence. 


s h © 06 O ae V2 


My father called me juſt now to his bed- 
ſide. He wiſhes to ſee 200 | before—1 can 
not * | 


1 ſend this letter by a ſpecial meſſenger, 
and remain, in the utmoſt anxiety and im- 


| patience, deareſt Madam, 
|  Your's, 
Emily LesLEY, 


8 
1 ** ö 
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Lady FokrRSscur to Mrs. Ervin, 


Imagine Lady C informed you, that 

J was at Park-hill. I found Mr. Lef- 

ley much worſe than even my fears had 
. 


Emily flew to meet me, as ſoon as I got 
out of the coach ——* Oh Madam, ſaid 
ſhe weeping, and is it thus we meet again?“ 
I could not ſpeak to her for ſome moments. 
Bur at length, recollecting that the princi- 

pal motive of my viſit was to conſole this 
dear creature under the impending trial, I 
aſſumed all my fortitude, and uſed every 
argument which reaſon and religion ſug- 
geſted, to — her 3 


"She withdrew, . * to inform Mr. 
Lefley of my arrival; and returned imme- 
diately, in order to conduct me into his 


8 — 
I was 


1 : . 


- Jas 1 affected at * * He 
* my hand — the tears came into his 
eyes and he turned away his face to con- 
ceal his emotion. Emily withdygg from: 
the bedſide. My dear Lady Forteſcue, 
faid he at laſt, in a faint voice, all: will now 
be over in a few days do. not, howe- 
ver, purſued he, perceiving: my agitations,, 
Ao not thus ſorrow as one without hope. 
Remember, my dear friend, that this is only 
a momentary ſeparation, and that we ſhall. 
meet again, in a far better ſtate I truſt, 

to part no more. Let this thought be your 
conſolation.— O! my friend, conti- 
nued he in a joyful rapture, you know not 
what ſoretaſtes what delightful hopes “ 
— But alas l my Emily there there's the 
ſting to jeave my child that indeed ĩis 
dying.” Ah my friend, my dear, dear: 
friend, returned I, half drowned in tears, if 
we muſt loſe you the dear Emily my 
care my tenderneſs I could not pro- 
ceed.“ Enough, enough, Madam, re- 
joined he; to that care, that tenderneſs I 
eonſign her. I thank thee, O my God! 
For this ineſtimable friend ; every wiſh. of 


my 


.Es. 


my heart is ſatisfied ; and death” has loſt all 
11s terrors.“ 


5 * 81 = . * 


ö A died, der Mars. Elvin : 1 n foo 


vtite agu. hk 159 


l. Fosse. 
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13 Fox rEs evg to Mrs. El vx. 
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dear friend, what a ſcene have I 
AYE this night been witneſs to! Never 
will i it be effaced from my remembrance. I 
retired to my chamber about eleven o'clock, 


in order to get a little reſt, not having 
Qept above ah hour the two preceding 
| nights. Emily (who has had a bed put up 
in the cloſet adjoining to Mr. Leſley's 
room) had lain down in her cloaths. I was 


juſt falling into a gentle ſlumber, when 


amebody knocked at the door. I flew: to 


vm | open 
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open i it; it was the ſervant, who, with diſ- 
traction in her countenance, eagerly inform- 
ed me; that her dear mafter was dying I 
haſtened to his apartment—but, good hea- 
vens! what an affecting ſcene preſented 
itſelf ! Emily leaning upon the bed, ſup- - 
ported her expiring parent—their faces 
cloſely united, and the ſame clay-cold pale- 
neſs viſible in each. Mr. Leſley was in a 
fainting fit, and it was a long time before 
he recovered his ſenſes. At length, howe- 
ver, he opened his languid eyes, and fixed 
them upon the darling of his heart; he 
could not ſpeak, but he endeavoured to 
preſs her to his almoſt lifeleſs boſon, 
whilſt ſhe ſunk between thoſe paternal 
arms, Which had fo often ſtrained her with 
the moſt enraptured fondneſs. | 


® eu e ee en 


Oh! Mrs. Elvin, I cannot proceed. Mr. 
Lefley is no more—he expired about an 
hour ago in the arms of his beloved Emily, 
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Tueſda ni ht, 
** Mr. 
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Mr. Howard is juſt arrived. Emily has 
read your letter, and will endeavour to an- 
ſwer it. Farewel, my dear friend. M 
ſpirits are too much agitated to ſuffer me to 


write . 


Marxranne ForTESCUE: 


„ Err En nE. 
From the Same. 


1 Have anxiouſſy waited for an opportuni- 
| ty of viſiting, unperceived by any one,. 

che remains of my dear departed friend, and 
this morning chance favoured: my wiſhes. 


I ſoftly entered the room where the cof- 
fin ſtood; it was not yet faſtened. down; I 
removed the cloth which covered his pale 
face. Ah! my dear Clariſſa, how awful, 
how affecting is ſuch a ſpectacle! I ſcarcely 
ſeemed to breath —a thouſand ſad ideas took 
Feen of my ſoul, I caſt back my 

 * thoughts. 


+ * 
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thoughts to that period, hen nothing in- 
truded to interrupt our happineſs—alas, 
what a change! I then looked towards the 
tremendous future at ſuch a proſpect, 
every worldly. tie ſeems: to be diſſolved;. 
every aſpiring, wiſh is ſubdued. Ye fleet- 
ing, ye unſatisfactory enjoyments, where 
are ye now, and what is your amount! I 
_ gazed upon him, without even knowing. 
what I beheld; I was abſolutely loſt in. 
contemplation, when ſuddenly ſtarting from. 
my reverie,. I perceived the wretched Emi- 
ly. She haſtily approached the mournful 
receptacle,. and-after having ſurveyed it for 
ſome moments with the moſt eager atten- 
tion—ſhe took one of his clay-cold hands,, 
and preſled it to her lips. And is this 
the laſt time, exclaimed ſhe—ſhall J never 
—never ſee thee more, my excellent parent! 
To be laid in the dark grave, a prey for 
worms 1 —Great God, purſued ſhe, her 
hands claſped together in an agony of grief, 
why, why are we thus ſeparated ?—Oh ! 
my father, would to heaven I had. died: 


with thee | 
2 ooo W 


4 ol I have 
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I have this moment received your letter, 
and rejoice in your intention of viſiting 
Park- hill. I hope our united influetce 
will be powerful enough to prevail upon 
Emily to leave this melancholy ſpot, where 
every object Or ber of her ings ; 


loſs: 


Mr. 0 returns to Bath immediate 
* e the funeral. - | 


Adr I long to embrace you. 


MazIianNE FORTESCUE. 


LE TE 
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Lady Fox TESCUE to Sir E DWA RD 
13 


r T. 1 was W owing to the {neſs of my 

beloved friend, Miſs Leſley, that your 
laſt letter remained ſo long unanſwered. 
The dear creature has been in the greateſt 
danger. Mrs, Elvin and I never left her 
bedſide, but ſhe was for ſeveral days inſen- 
ſible of our preſence, and called inceſſantly 
for her father. How affecting was ſuch a 
ſcene! I ſometimes feared that Mrs. Elvin 
would have ſunk beneath the trials but hea- 
ven graciouſly interpoſed in our favour, 
| and reſtored to us our invaluable Fiend” 


| The hol judging the Bath waters 
neceſſary for the perfect re- eſtabliſnment of 
Miſs Leſley” s health, we have at length 
prevailed upon her to undertake the jour- 
ney, and I ſhall attend her to Mr. How 
ard's next week: | 


Mes. 


rr 

Mrs. Elvin wiſhes her to go to London 
immediately after her leaving Bath; but 
the gaiety and diſſipation of the great worid, 
would but ill ſuit with the dejection of her 
tender mind; and the intimacy, which 
fubſiſts between Mr. Elvin and Sir Charles. 
Royſton, is an additional reaſon for her de- 
elining the invitation. I believe therefore 
ſhe will be with me at Claremont; her 
company will enliven my ſolitude, and 


dender me _ _ 


Mr, Lay has left the little bes of 
Emily intirely at her own diſpoſal. Inde- 
pendance can have no danger for a mind 
Kke her's. She Poſſeſſes at nineteen that 
prudence, which is generally che attendant. 


wy you maturer _ 


| When Jer Mr. 3 u. Eng- 
land? Preſent my beſt compliments to > him ; * 
and believe me ever 

Tour moſt affectionate mother, 3088 


And ſincereſt friend, | 


M. Fon xzscuz- 
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1. E T N ER Mm 
Miſs Fax RTO VE to Lady Don MER. 


O- morrow is the important day, that 

will give the lovely Louiſa Wilmot 
to the eager wiſhes of her dear Sir Charles. 
_ Harriet and I are to be bride-maids. The 
ceremony is to be performed here, at the 


earneſt requeſt of Lady Sydney. Lord and 


Lady Offory are expected this evening. 


I doat on the buſtle, and ſhould not much, 
care if I was the occaſion of it. 

This marriage was to have taken place 
fome time ago, but was poſtponed upon 
Miſs Leſley*s account; for her father dy- 
ing juſt at that period, the tender Louiſa 
would not give her hand to Sir Charles, 
whilſt Emily was in ſuch a ſituation. 
«© The hearing of our union, ſaid Mrs. 


Wilmot to him, would at any time, I fear, 
; affe& 
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affect her; but how greatly ſo, in this hour 
of ſorrow! What muſt the dear creature 
have ſuffered in lofing ſuch a parent? And 
ſhall we add to her diſtreſs - we, who owe 
every thing to her generoſity ! Do you un- 
derſtand this, Dormer ? Such conſideration 
for a rival is rather uncommon, But theſe 
fentimental women are ſuch eccentric be- 


122 


Dey Sydney and Harriet are gone to 
take an airing in the chariot. Sir Charles 
drives Mrs. Wilmot in his phaeton. I was 
invited to be of the party, but choſe to de- 
vote my time to your Ladyſhip—an inter- 
ruption for the TIS | 
© '* 6 # S 2 * *% * „ * 

Sir Charles has brought me ſuch a delt- 
cious noſegay for to-morrow, Oh ] this 
| to-morrow !—we can none of us think of 

any thing elſe !—another interruption — 


Lord and Lady: Offory are arrived, and 1 
have not another moment to ſpare. | 


Adieu, my dear; your's. 
CHarLOTTE F REELOVE. 


Az 
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1. B T. EA CH¹⁰ . 
Lady Fon rEscux to Mrs. ELvin. | 


Ms Leſley has been with me at 
Claremont near a month. I left Bath 
greatly indiſpoſed; what did not the dear 
creature ſuffer during my confinement! She 
upbraided herſelf with being the occaſion 
of my diſorder. © ** It is I, ſaid ſhe weep- 
ing, I, who am ſo highly indebted to your 
goodneſs, who, am, alas! the fatal cauſe of 

your ſufferings, Intirely engroſſed by my 
own forrows, I have been inattentive to all 
the duties of friendſhip, Ungenerous E- 
mily! thy concern for the dead has ren- 

dered thee ungrateful to the living. —Ah, 
if heaven ſhould deprive me of my ineſtim- 
able friend, could I dare to lament the cru · 
elty of my fate—I, who have been ſo in- 
ſenſible of her value!” 
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In a few days, however, my indiſpofition 
abated, and every other emotion was ab- 
ſorbed in her joy at my ſafety. I no longer 
lamented my ilineſs, fince it was that which 
firſt drew her from the delirium of ſorrow, 
which, till then, had engroſſed all her fa- 


culties. | 


, en after, "ne" Merton | and his two 
daughters came to ſpend a week at Clare- 
mont. 


My health not being perfectly n 
liſhed, Miſs Lefley was left to entertain 
them. A diverſity of ſcene neceſſarily pro- 
duces an alteration of ſentiments, and Emi- 
ly became every day leſs melancholy. 


- Tt was at this time that we heard of Sir 
Charles Royſton's marriage. The intelli- 
gence tenderly affected me, but Emily's 
conduct ſoon * every Ras, 


2 2 * S 0 0 ewe: * 2 2 


| Fam obliged to you for your enquiries 
5 after Sir Edward, whoſe return I am in 
daily 


* 


NHR Sup 
daily expectation of, Mr. Beauchamp ha- 
ving left England. He is well, and * 
rant of wy late confinement. | | 


Lady Pran Merton is ſtill at Clare- 
mont. I requeſted the favour of her com- 
pany on Emily's account. I would not 
have her continually alone with me. Youth 
is the ſeaſon for chearfulneſs, and ſhe is na- 
turally but too much 24 455 to melag- | 


choly 


T remain, with compliments to Mr. El- 
va” YL , 
Tour's, 


MARIANXE ForTESCUE, 


LE Tz 
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LE T TER CXLY. 
"Mis Faprovs to Lady! Dogg. | 


| Graue, Grove * been ha ſeat of . 
ſure; ſince Sir Charles's marriage 
nothing but feaſtings, balls, and entertain- 
ments—4 propos, did you know Sir Har - 
ry Wilton was con.e to live at H— ? 
which is only four miles from hence, He 
gave a magnificent ball, this week, to all 
the neighbouring families, and who, do 
you think, were amongſt the gueſts? No 
other than Elvin and his dainty ſpouſe ; 
they came with Mrs.——, TI was confuſ- 
ed at ſeeing him; but the wretch regarded 
me only with a Lak of careleſs indifference, 
His wife too obſerved me without emotion. 
Deteſtable compoſure! Could I have excit- 
ed one uneaſy ſenſation in her mind, I had 
been happy. Contempt, nay, inſolence had 
been ſupportable; but ſurely, my dear 
Lady Bab, there can be nothing ſo provok- 
e ing 


LE T T E R 8. wy 


ing, as the finding myſelf too unimportant 
even for reſentment. 


On Monday next Sir Charles and Lady 
Royſton, Harriet and your humble ſervant, 
ſer off for the * 


May I not 3 to 05 you in the coun- 
try this ſummer ? Your- preſence can alone 
render it agreeable to me, and noveity 


might give it charms, even in the eyes of 
your Ladyſhip. 


CHARLOT TE FREELOVx. 


Vol. II. 5 F LX Te 
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Sr EUDUDWARD FORT ESE to Mr. 
BEAUCHAMP, 


( 


1 Rejoice to hear 5 your ſafe arrival at 
Paris, and that you found Sir William 
Beauchamp, and the reſt of your amiable 


* wank in perfect health. A 


I came to — on Tueſday laſt. 
The ladies were gone to a concert, given by 
a Colonel Aſhby. I immediately changed 
my dreſs and followed them. The concert 
was begun, but I found a vacant feat near 
Lady Forteſcue. After the firſt compli- 
ments were over, I enquired after her fair 
gueſts, and particularly which of the ladies 
was Miſs Lefley, <© What think you, re- 
turned ſhe, of that lady in white?“ caſting 
her eyes upon Lady Frances. I looked diſ- 
ſatisfiel. How, Sir Edward, rejoined 
my 
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my mother, perceiving my diſappointed 
countenance; Why, is the not very hand- 
ſome ?“ „ True Madam; but that lady next 
her, in my opinion, is infinitely more ſo.“ 
Lady Forteſcue ſmiled I believe you 
have deceived me, Madam, returned 1.” 
* Yes, my fon, faid ſhe, that indeed is my 
_ Emily——the other is the n admired 
Lady F rances . * 


| A common obſerver might, perhaps, 
think the latter as beautiful as Miſs Leſley. 
Her features are as regular, and her com- 
plexion as delicately tranſparent; but where 
is that air of ſenſibility, thoſe expreſſive 
graces, which would render deformity 
agreeable, and without which even beauty 
cannot charm! Yet, alas, how often are 
theſe winning attractions aſſumed, on pur- 
poſe to betray the unwary heart, which wag 
too honeſt to ſuſpect, that inſincerity and 
vice could dwell under ſo fair a form! De- 
ceitful, dangerous ſex ! But, hold! general 
reflections are always proofs of a weak or 
wicked mind, and I deteſt them. 


F 2 We 


ho rn 

Mie are going to Lord Merton's next 
Week, tO Carry home | Lady Fr ances, and 
are to remain ſome time at the hall. His 
Lordſhip is half in love; it ſeems, with Miſs 
Loeſley, whom he calls his roſe- bud. The 
young ladies, however, are jealous of his 
encomiums, and of her apparent ſuperiority 
n every acquirement. A country girl to 
excel ſuch courtly ladies amazing! they 
are not a little about it. 


it: eg you would W my respect fu 
N e to your m. and believe me 


5 ever, 
| Dear Beauchamp, 


.- Your 8, 


E DwWARD ForTEsSCUs. 


L E T- 


LIE T T E"RS./ wy 


L. E TT E R cxlxtl. 


Nis Svpuzy | to lay Ov. | 


E * had ſuch a 8 of - 
engagements, ever ſince our arri- 
val at the t ene that 3 have not you te 


Ta SY g 4 2S 


Lady Oflory. 


But after "YM been perſecuted almoſt 
to death, and going through all thofe tedi- 
ous ceremonies, which cuſtom has impoſed 
upon theſe occaſions, we are at length left 
to be happy in our own way, and to enjoy 
all the tranquil pleaſures of this ſweet retire- 
ment. | | 7 

iy + © Lady Omry, when F caſt back my 
eyes to thoſe painful ſcenes. I was once 
witneſs to in this place, when I | recolle& il e tte 


tender regret, the anxious fears,., which the 
this 4 3 ſituation 


ws LCETT! TETRIS... 

- ſituation of our Louiſa then exited | in my 
ſoul, and view the great, the delightful 
change - behold her amiable virtues ſo juſt- 
ly rewarded by your excellent brother, my 
joy is beyond expreſſion, and I have no- 
thing to wiſh for, but the continuance of 
her _— 


» "Iris. the conſtant. ſtudy of Sir Charles and 
Lady Royſton to diffuſe happineſs, around 
them. Their charity is not confined to the 
temporal wants of the neceſſituusʒ 3 It ex- 
' tends alſo to their well-being i in a future 

W Sees. | 


& Wee com Jain, figs Sir Erik of the 
A og the | lower claſs of people ; ; 
bur. do we take any pains to prevent, or 
impede the progreſs of immorality, either 
by the weight of precept, or the force of ex- 
ample? On the contrary, is there a vice to 
be found amongſt the meaner part of man- 
kind, which is not equally practiſed by 
thoſe who vainly ſtile themſelves their ſu- 
periors : ? The Clergy, whoſe particular du- 


ty i it is to led then gently i in the paths of 
virtue, 
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L ETF 
virtue, too often neglect the important 
work, and even, I bluſh to ſay it, by their 
ca irregularities, render religion an object 
of ridicule to ſome, and of difbelief to. 
others. The rector of this pariſh, con- 
tinued he ſmiling, is not a little diſpleaſed 
at the moderation of my ſentiments with 
regard to the methodiſts, of which we have 
a pretty large number; but, beſides mo- 
tives of policy (for oppoſition would but 
increaſe the evil he laments) I have other 
reaſons for my ſilence. Any religion is, I 
believe, better than none at all: and theſe. 
itinerant gentry, though they weaken the 
head, may ſometimes perhaps amend the 
heart ; at leaſt, purſued he, I would have 
him uſe no other methods to recal his wan- 
dering flock, than the ae arts of per- 
ſuaſion and advice.“ | 


4 fi (*.* * 5 „ 


Juſt returned from a benevolent round 
with Sir Charles and Lady Royſton. This 
amiable pair entered the dwellings of their 
ſick and indigent neighbours with a ſweet- 

-*F-< neſs 
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neſs and humility that charmed me. They. 
' eagerly inquired after their welfare, and lif-- 


tened to the artleſs detail of their ſorrows, 


with the attention of —_—_ lag: on to re- 
lieve them. 3 . | | 


MV couſin happened to meet us in our 
ramble, and we went home with her to tea 
The giddy Charlotte rallied Sir Charles 
upon the care he took to provide for a ſet 


of creatures, whoſe ſituation, ſhe ſaid, ren- 


dered them beneath the notice of a man of 


his rank, and who, it was probable, were 


undeſerving of his favours, or at leaſt — 
ſible of his e | 


The ales countenance of Sir Charles 
betrayed his contempt of her obſervation. 
« hope, Madam, returned he gravely, E 
ſhall never think any of my fellow creatures 


unworthy my regard; and indeed in what 


reſpect are they inferior to me, except in 
the adventitious circumſtances of rank 


and fortune ? in merit, perhaps, how great- 


if my n ©! Hy 7 


I "Wl 
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«1 allow that there may, be ſome * 
them, who deſerve the reproaches, which 
; you unjuſtly caſt upon all. But ſhall vir- 
tue ſuffer for. the faults of the vicious: ? 
Shall benevglence be baniſhed, becauſe ſome 
are arge of her favours | | 


a 00 We are apt to ) ſet too high a . 
our benefactions, and conſequently. to ex- 
pect inadequate returns; whereas we ought 
not to be diſappointed, if the relief we have 
afforded | is not always repaid by, gratitude. 
But what of that ?—we ſhall have our 
reward, and of that being, from whom 
alone it ought to be expected. Good 
heaven! purſued Sir Charles, his colour ri- 
fing as he ſpoke, and his eyes ſparkling 
with benevolence, can, there be ſo great, ſo 
godlike an action, as that of diffuſing hap- 
pineſs ! To diſpel the cares of poverty, to 
wipe the trickling tear from palſied age, 
and pay its grey hairs each due reverence ? 
Can any gratification, which pomp or luxu- 
ry affords, be equal to this luxury of the 
mind, this inexpreſſible, delightful ſenſa- 
tion, which elevates the ſoul to heaven, and 
9 5 ly Prepares 
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it for the joys of immortality ! * © Well, 
wt faid my gay couſin, every one has his 
taſte but I am amazed Lady Royſton 
ſhould have the complaifance'to attend you 
In your char̃itable viſits. Indeed Miſs 
Freelove, interrupted Lady Royſton hafti- 
Iy, I will not have you impute my atten- 
dance to ſuch a motive; the pleaſute I re- 
ceive from them, is greater than any I ever 
experienced in the politeſt circles. 


I have found more happineſs in a cottage, 
than in the moſt ſplendid drawing · room; 
deceit and ſcandal are baniſhed the lowly 
roof, and innocence, and ruſtic plainneſs 
adorn the peaceful dwelling.” Charlotte re- 
plied only with a look of aſtoniſhment, and 
a i Kareleſ ſhrug of her ſhoulders.— But I re- 
| fen the pen to our dear Louiſa, : * 


5,5 4+ * «„ 1 * „ „ „ 


My Harriet has allowed n me to peruſe her 
Wrede me, what encomiums! Thoſe 
ſhe beſtows upon Sir Charles are juſtly me- 


. He is the beſt—the tendereſt— bur 5 
| - 


— 


I 


5 
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ſo I have told you a hundred times before. 
And how does my good brother and his 


ſaucy wife? Both well, and preparing for 
a journey to the Thorns: Remember your 
promiles ; they are ſacred things, child— 
beſides, i in your ſituation, delays are dange- 
rous. 


Sir Charles enters the room. Writing 
my dear Louiſa? and to our Henrietta *— 
Will you allow me to finiſh the letter ? 
Moſt certainly, —He is going to chide 
you, my dear friend; and, what is more 
aſtoniſhing ſtill, your Louiſa conſents to 
It. | 


Tell me, my obſtinate ſiſter, do you not 
repent of your not accompanying us to the 
Thorns ? I know you do, though like a 
true woman, you ſcorn to acknowledge an 
error. And how dare you, my inſolent 
brother, make this remark up, the ſex, 
and your wife at your elbow ? - Why, 

child, ſhe i is an angel, not a woman, and 
conſequently 


10 LET; F E R S. 
conſequently the remark is not ſo ill timed 
as you imagined. My Louiſa, however, 
diſclaims all right to the appellation, nor 
will ſhe ever accept of a compliment at the 
expence of ber ſex. 1 


Adieu, her Henrietta. Say every 
thing for me to "my Offory, and believe me 
your 


CrnarLEs RovsToN. 


f. * r KE R In. 
Lady Ossoxk v to Miſs SyDNEY. 


1 Was fitting in my drawing room yeſter- 

day, dozing over a novel, which acci- 
dentally lay upon the window, when the 
ſervant entered, followed by Mr. Beverly. 
He could not have come at a more favour- 
able juncture. I was tired of my employ- 


ment, of myſelf, and all around me, (take 
notice 


enn 109 


notice, * the bye, that my good man was 

abſent) and received his unexpected viſit 

with peculiar fatisfaction. 

Ai e ſets off for the Thorns to-morrow, 
being quite impatient to ſee Sir Charles, and 
my ſiſter Royſton. His ſtay however will 

be ſhort, as he is engaged to meet Mr, 

SPSS in town on Saturday next. 


Did my ſituation allow me the liberty of 
following my iaclinations, I ſhould certain- 
ly accompany him in his flying viſit—bur 
that is impoſſible. After all, Harriet, it is 
an odious circumſtance—but we will talk 
no more of it. 


Lady Sydney came to town yeſterday, 
and I paid my compliments to her this 
morning. The good lady begins to talk of 
your return, Conſider, child, you have al- 
ready ſtaid a month beyond your time; but 
you are an unconſcionable girl. 8 


Adiev.: I have nothing to 1 
therefore will haſten to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Your 


HxNRIETTA Os80RY. 


W 
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MiG Lask Er to Mrs. ELvix. 


E left Merton-hall laſt week. 1 
am charmed with the amiable own- 
er of that delightful ſeat, The frankneſs 
of his manners pleaſe me far better than all 

the unmeaning politeneſs of the Great 
truth can never be diſagreeable to thofe 
who are not compelled to fear it. 


His Lordſhip is extremely attached to 
Sir Edward Forteſcue; nor is Lady Fran- 
ces, I believe, inſenſible of his merit. Sir 
Edward's ſituation has ſomething in it ſo 
truly pitiable, that it excites in every feel- 
ing mind a prepoſſeſſion in his favour, 
which, in a heart ſo young and tender as 
her Lady ſhip S, may be N converted 
into 4 fottet emotion. 


Who 
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Who indeed can behold, unmoved, a 

man ſo amiable, ſo formed for domeſtic 

happineſs, united to one, who diſregards 

every thing that ought to be dear and ſa- 
| a and is known only to. be ceſpiet 5 


I have eb ſome time been attempting to 
take a likeneſs of my dear Lady Forteſcue, 
and have at length ſucceeded tolerably well; 

at leaſt her Ladyſhip i is pleaſed to think ſo. 


She hulvrequeſted me, with an earneſtneſs 
which I could not refuſe, to draw Sir Ed- 
ward for her; as ſhe has ſeveral pictures of 
him, but none of them like the original: 1 
have conſented, upon condition, that they 
never mention it as my performance, and 
Sir Edward will not ſuffer me to forget my 
promiſe. 


This employment ſerves to divert my 
thoughts from more ſerious ſubjects, and as 
Lady Forteſcue and Sir Edward are ſo aſ- 
fiduous in their endeavours to divert me, it 
would be cruel in me to appear melancholy. 


I have 
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I have this moment received your letter, 
and rejoice to hear of your intention of vi- 
ſiting Claremont, in your way to Bath. — 
But, my dear friend, have you then accept- 
ed of your aunt's invitation, and do you 
and Mr. Elvin really propoſe going to 
Folland in a month at fartheſt? Lady Eſ- 
ſex, Sir John, and your uncle are to accom- 
pany you—l am half angry with them for 
their complaiſance. of 47 


| 4 * enact Lady Forteſcue of your 
viſit to Claremont, and ſhe will write to 
you by the return of the poſt, to thank you 
for an intention, ſo agreeable to her wiſhes, 

Sir Edward Forteſcue is gone + G * 
ſhire, ſo that you will not have the pleaſure 
of ones hens as you ſeem to hope for. | 


Allies, my dear friend ; I long to em- 
brace you. 11 


EulLV LESLET. 
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e 
Mrs. ELvix to Lady Ess Ex. 


7 OUR predictions were well founded, 
my dear Lady Eſſex; we did not 
leave Claremont till the lanter-end of laſt 


week 


The company of my beloved Emily, 
was a pleaſure I could with difficulty bring 
myſelf to reſign; my intended voyage too, 
rendered the ſeparation more affecting and 
our adieus were truly melancholy. 

Sir Edward Forteſeue was abſent during 
our viſit, but he ſpent two days with us at 
Bath in his way to Claremont. 


I am, more than ever, incenſed againſt 
the unworthy Lady Lucy, ſince I have 
ſeen this amiable man; who has merits ſuf- 


hcient- to ſecure any heart, except that, 
which 


which he ought wholly to have poſſeſſed. 


Fe mentioned Miſs Leſley with all the ten- 


derneſs of fraternal affectien, and liſtened 


with pleaſure to the praiſes I ſo juſtly be- 
ſtowed upon her—a propos, I forgot to tell 
vou, that the dear creature has made a con- 
: = and no inconſiderable one, 1 aſſure 


Do you remeber Colonel Manly at 


Beh ? He has taken a houſe near Clare- 
mont, and is a frequent viſitor at Lady For- 


eb en 


Fler Ladyſhip cerceives his ak for 


: her fair friend, and feems deſirous of in- 


creaſing it, His fortune is very conſider- 


able, and his character unqueſtionable. 


F We e er 3 little excurſions, 
during our ſtay at Claremont, and the colo- 
nel always contrived to be of the party; 
all his aſſiduities were directed to Emily; 


He received them with the utmoſt polite- 
neſs, unaccompanied by any tenderer emo- 


tion. Her blindneſs to her own perfec- 
7 4 tions 
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tions renders her inſenſible of the motives 


of his attention; the diſcovery of them. 


would make her unhappy — I therefore 


took care to conceal my ſuſpicions, and 


Lady Forteſeue for the lame reaſon. iS 
equity reſerved; fo $1007 0199 


I Wich to * her engaged in a \ counetinks | 5 
from whence ariſes the greateſt happineſs 


in life; but fo well do J "Kine" her ſent 
ments, as to be convinced, that if ever ſhe 


ſhould be again entangled by a paſſions 


which her paſt ſufferings have rendered ob- 
noxious to her, ſhe muſt, be inſenfibly 
drawn into the ſnare, nor diſcover the dan» 
ger till it is too late to avoid it. | 


The aflduittes of. an Fe man pA 
perfor m wonders ; ſhe ſees few beſides him, 
and none, more agrecable ; ; theſe cireum- 

ſtances are fan in his favour. N 


How often, ſince my acquaintance with 
Sir Edward Forteſcue, have I wiſhed him 
diſengaged? His uncommon merit the 
ſimilarity of their ſentiments -I am inter- 


rupted 


2008 EB T F E R 8 


ted — and have only time to add; that 
we ſtiall be in London on Friday evening, 
and that we unele is A en _ 
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Sir E DW ARD Fox rzse ve to A 
N e 1 * Av CHAMP. n IN 
| 1 Returned to dent yeſterday, Ae 
was received by Lady Forteſcue with 
her uſual tenderneſs. Miſs Lefley too 
my fiſter Emily, I ſhould fay, for the at- 
lows me to call her by that endearing” « epi- 
thet—ſeemed " ny to ſee me. 


e d a 
1 117 by "77359 . 4 p ' . 


For 117 own part, 1 rejoived to embrace 
again two friend: rt 


ſo dear to my heart. 
All Py wiſhes are confined-to this enchanits 
ing. 
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ing ſpot; it is here only that I experience 
true bappineſs,rmmlqy what you. will, Beau- 
in 1 the mere which we feel for the 2 
male ſex, that we men can never experi- 
ence in our connect ions with each other. 

Don? t you remember the grotto at Clare- 
mont, which you uſed to viſit with ſuch de- 
light? It is now the favourite retreat of the 
fair Emily. 


I have had a ruſtic bench placed near it, 
and adorned it with jeſſamine and honey- 
Tuckle; theſe, ſince my abſence, have 3 
her care,.“ and under her fair tendance 
gladlier grew.“ With what rapture do I 
fit here, liſtening to the muſic of her me- 
lodious voice, which the murmuring of the 
diſtant caſcade renders more inchanting ! 

Oh! my friend, how exquiſite are theſe de- 
Tights, how preferable to thoſe tumultuous 
| pleaſures the giddy world r | 


„ „ *%* * # „ 
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I have 
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I have this moment received a letter 
Rom li Freeman, with one inclaſed i in it 
Ye way, Toy to him. | 


That "ENT woman 1s again involved 
in debt—ſhe has begged him to interpoſe 
in her behalf —he knew not how to act— 
unworthy as ſhe is of the favour ſhe peti- 
tions for, This affair i interrupts, ſhe ſays, 
the repoſe of her life; ah can me guilty 


mind expect _—— 


Never was 1 10 averſe to fs petitions 3 I 
canngt, will not liſten to them; ſhe is be- 
come more deteſtable in my fight than ever; 
the virtues of the lovely Emily but! it is 
crimingl to think, af chem Ar... 


Iwill write to Mr. Freemad, but it ſhall 
be a denial I caſt her off for ever. Were 
4 co grant her requeſt, my preſence would 
be neceſfarꝝ in London, and I will not leave 
Claremont upon ſuch an account. No, let 
cher ſuffer what are her woes compared to 


mine Ah!] my father, little did you ima- 
; gine 


? LETTERS aw 
gine the, evils your ambition would inflict 
upon your unhappy fon, elſe ſurely you 
had withdrawn the ſtern decree, that forced 
him into this fatal connection But who 
could have ſuppoſed, that one educated in 
the auſterity of a convent yet might not 
that fecluſion be the occaſion: of choſe errors 
1 lament f — But hold, 1 ſee Miſs Lefley 
entering the park—a ſufficient apology for 
my —— alide my * 


* 3 * = „ „ % 2 


What an alteration ! my reſolutions are 
vaniſhed—T have confented to Mr. Free- 
man's requeſt, and am even preparing for 
my journey to town. Lou are ſurpriſed— 
and whence the mighty change you ſay !— 
Ah ! who could effect it, but that irreſiſtible 
maid, whoſe power is unlimited! She in- 
terceded for the wretched Lucy—how'im- 
pofſible to reſiſt ſuch eloquence !! ] ſacri- 
ficed my reſentment to her entreaties. She 
hopes for her reformation from my gene- 
—_ —< Who knows, Sir Edward, Jays 
Ef — 


* 


8 
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the amiable girl, whether this kindneſs of 

your's may not excite her gratitude, and 
render her once more worthy your affec- 
tion.“ No, no- I can never love her 
again; I may pity, I may forgive her; 
but more is impoſſible. Bleſt with the 
friendſhip of the lovely Emily, and the ten · 
| derneſs of the beſt of parents, I have not a 

"wiſh beyond, Adieu! | 


LETTER CLI. 
From the Same. 


1 Y O U aſk me whether I have forgot | 
| the promiſe I made at parting, of 
_ - writing to you every month? I anſwer in 
the negative. Yet perhaps it would have 
been better that I had done fo, than to re- 


; member, and not perform It, 


Ss Bus 


2L AE iT TT TE RAS. gon 
But I returned only laſt night, from a 


tour with my mother and Mi: Leſley, ro 


* and * . Colonel Stanley and his 
fiſter Lady Paige, were of the party. No 
attention was wanting to render the excur- 
ſion agreeable, but I muſt confeſs that I 

never ſpent my time with leſs ſatisfaction. 
Lady Daire is lively ; ſhe would fain be 
humoroully ſo, bur generally fails in the 
attempt. She choſe to be very particular 
in her behaviour towards me; J was never 
leſs diſpoſed for gallantry: yet politeneſs 
I verily believe that, had the jaunt. laſted a 
day longer, I ſhould not have preſerved 
my complaiſance. 


The Colonel is leſs gay than when 1 
knew him at Paris. He ſpoke with ſeem- 
ing pleaſure of the hours he had paſſed in 

my company, and wiſhed for the renewal 

of our acquaintance.— What could I—or 

rather what did I ſay ? How deteſtable are 
thoſe civilities, which are made at the ex- 

pence of our ſincerity | ! 


Vol. II. FV 


I xe not Colonel Stanley; he is ſtrange - 
5 1 altered fince I firſt knew him, and yet [ 
cannot at preſent tell you in what reſpects. 
Lady Forteſcue is prejudiced in his favour ; 
"the ſeems pleaſed with his attachment to 
Miss Leſley, which is indeed but too ap- 
parent ſurely ſhe does not endeavour— 
Emily. atleaſt——I know not what I was 


going to 122 


"An. interruption. —Colonel Stanley i 15 


below. And why is my company deſired? 
: His miſts —arcahey made to me: p Adieu! 1 


This letter is unconnected, ee | 
iT haye not time, however to write another. 
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rr rA c 
From the Same. 


OUR letter has chagrined me be- 

yond expteſſion; you are miſtaken, 

however, in the ſentiments I feel for Miſs 
Leſley. 


Is it impoſſible for me to converſe with 
an agreeable woman, without feeling emo- 
tions, which my unhappy ſituation would 
render criminal! Muſt I quit the only ſpot 
where I taſte felicity, leſt it ſhould become 
too intereſting to me] Alas! how few are 
my pleaſures—and . muſt thoſe few be re- 
ſigned !. But your advice is as unneceſſary, 
as your ſuſpicions are without foundation— 
1 us quit Piga this diſagreeable ſubject. 

| * am ge going to drive Lady Fanifeu i in 
wy Phaeton to S——; this morning. Nis 


G 2 © Leſley 


24 L E T T E R S. 
Leſley will not accompany us, as ſhe is 
buſy in writing letters to her friends abroad. 


1 ow (out of curioſity). to ſound my 
mother reſpecting Colonel Stanley; it was 
one of the motives that induced me to re- 
queſt her company but why did I tell you 
this? It will only ſerve to increaſe your ſuſ- 
picions. —The carriage is at the door—l 
haſten | to artend Lach Forteſeue. A 


Abies, for the occlens. 


2 8 * Oh 3 0 * HS: 24 
Oh, Beauchamp can it be poſſible. 
Good heavens! what a difcovery! Miſs 
8 Stan E ſhe returns 


1 ſaw him EY ber band to his bps; ſhe 
withdrew it indeed, but it was at my ap- 
proach. Deceitful woman! it was for him 
then the waited at. home. this morning he 
has obtained that heart which 1 - what am 
To 4 1 going 


8 


LETTERS. 1s 
I going to ſay ?—can your ſuſpicions then be 
juſt !—Ah Beauchamp, hide me, hide me 


from ere from the us geſtions of my 
eee WT el Re, ka hn 


Where l alas, is that indifference ſo lately 
avowed, and gloried in? Forgive me 
pity me I have deceived myſelf hat 
will. not this fatal deception coſt me li dearly: - 
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122 rl: 31008 * ; 2G G1 
The family a are bed to n this 1 
will this night be a ſtranger to my eyes. : 


1 Wee Miſs Leſky. this evening 
with: a coldneſs, that I ſaw. ſurpriſed; her 
but, alas, of how little conſequence ismy dif- 
pleaſure ! yer ſhe ſeemed dejected, thought- 
ful. What could occaſion her melancho- 
ly.?. Loving and Nn can-there bee. 
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Colonel 8 has been here dn Wotits 
ing; Miſs Leſley behaved to him with 
4 ve amazed me — If the 
means to hide her regard, under the maſk 
of diſſimulation can Emily then ſtoop to 
deceive? Ah, if ſo, I were leſs wretched. 
But has ſhe! not diſcovered the dif- 
ſtreſs of my mind, and may not the ſweet- 
neſs of her dif poſirion induce her to act. 
| thus nw bf this. is really the caſe, ſhe ooght 
to be dearer to me rom ever. 
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My dear friend; 1 want words to de- 
ſeribe the tranſport of my ſoul! Miſs Lefſ- 
ley has refuſed Colonel Stanley's addreſſes. 
She can never think of him but with in- 
difference, and therefore would- not keep- 
him a moment in ſuſpenſe.” Angelic crea- 
ture! But he would not be ſo haſtily re- 
pulſed—his viſit this morning diſpleaſed her 


* 


L. E T T In s. 127 i; 


_ _— fhe has reſolved never to ſee him more, 


unleſs he will treat her with the diſtance of - 
a common acquaintance.” Her ſincerity 


chagrins him—my mother too regrets the 
impoſſibility of a connection, which ſhe * 
d. _ of _ e 


Colonel Stanely b has e wiſhed to come 
to an eclairciſſement with Miſs Leſley, but 
the always carefully avoided bein alone 
with him. 1 


” N 3 ” "= 
o 
2 4 L 7 4 ; _ a 4 — : 
3 Ky : 1 5 8 la 3 4 
2 g + 6 
+ 8 by 1 ) XY * 


LEE $254? 


He chanced to meet her 10120 in che 
park, where ſhe went to walk after wb 
finiſhed her letters. 


* — — 


e ir Beauchamp, how happily has 


tais meeting terminated! I may ſtill enjoy 


the pleaſure of ſeeing her, of endeavouring 
to cultivate that friendſhip, which conſti- 


tutes all my happineſs; of but no 
ought, you ſay, to avoid her to leave 
Claremont immediately” —alas ! how many 


SY 


_ obſtacles oppoſe ſuch a deſign ! perhaps 1 


take a pleaſure in encreaſing the number. 


cz 1 But 


— 


"7 LENT IT IE TR RB. 
Hut is it then impoſſible to feel this ten- 
derneſs, without: exceeding the bounds 
* which honour preſeribes? Can there be 
any thing to fear from ſo amiable an ob- 
jet! No, no, my dear friend, were I ever 
to forget thoſe ties which have hitherto re- 
| ſtrained me, the fight of my Emily would 
immediately baniſh every . unworthy emo- 
tion; the. paſſion ſhe inſpires is like herſelfs . 
pure and | ſpotleſs. ; 
Can it then, I repeat, be neceſſary to leave 
her—to ſee her no more—to renounce the 
plelſute of conyerfing with her. Ah! 
hey” T deteſt that auſterity forgive me, 
Beauchamp—I know that friendſhip ſug- 
geſted Jour advice, pad . you always. 
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In 213 2512: 4 D. 13 3 * 


| Out, dear friend; why are you ab- 

| ſent at this intereſting period, when 
your Emily ſo greatly * youu ** 
7 J 23114316 1 


Sie Edward 1 dee 2 wk: fatal at- 
tach ment diſcovered it too before Lady 
Daire, who is ſo irritated againſt me. 
Our ſeparation is become neceſſary one 
of us muſt leave Claremont, and can I de- 
prive Lady Forteſcue of a fon, whom ſhne 
fo tenderly values? Yet- to leave this en- 
chanting ſpot—to bid adieu to friends fo 
ſo W it muſt be ſo. 


'$ 


1 dere written to Lady F. Fhiotes Merton 
to inform her of my intention of paſſing 
ſome time with her om hall, in 


The family have long wiſhed for my 
company. I do not expect to be happy 
there my heart has loſt all reliſh for thoſe 
pleaſures which Lady Frances purſues 
with ſuch avidity; but what could 1 do? 
The aſylum is ſafe, it is honourable. 
How ſincerely does Lady Forteſcue lament 
our ſeparation! As to eee 
diſtreſs i is beyond e Nei 


My ation alan A 8 


the moſt dreadful conſequences from the 
fatal indiſcretion of Sir Edward. Colonel 
Stanley is proud, impatient, and tenderly 
attached to his ſiſter; that artful woman 
what may not her malicious repreſentations 
effect but I forget that you are ſtill 
V3 gnorant of her late conduct the particu: 
lars of it are too deeply engraven upon ”y 
; 03 le ho be * 1 - 


. 4 4 4 3 * 4 2 * 128 41 W. L e 8 * 


1 was e alone in os ki this 

morning, (Lady Forteſcue being gone with 
another Lady to pay a viſit, and Sir Ed- 
ward having rode out) when Lady Daire? 8 
0 drove up to the door. 


She 


AF T-T-isT..R-+S. 131 
She paid her compliments to me with an 
unuſual reſerve, but I was too well ac- 
quainted with the cauſe to be ſurpriſed, or 
even offended by her behaviour. ks | 


9 ae to lead the converſation to 


indifferent ſubjects, but ſhe would mention 


her brother.—She enlarged upon what he 
had ſuffered, from my late cruelty (as ſhe 
termed it) and expreſſed her wonder at my 
conduct. Colonel Stanley, Miſs Leſley, 
faid ſhe, the colour rifi ing as ſhe ſpoke,” 1s 
not to be deſpiſed. His family, his for- 
tune, entitle him, I think, to the Bonsur he 
fued for. But I am come to petition for 
him, and to endeavour to ſoften that obdu- 
rate beart or 47 0 8 


« Your Ladyſhip muſt excuſe me, re- 
turned I, if [ confeſs, that I am not a little 
ſarpriſed at this viſit, after my having 
twice refuſed Colonel Stanley's addreſſes. 
Had there been the leaſt probability of my 
ever changing my ſentiments, believe me, 
Madam, I had ſpoke leſs peremptorily— 
but that is out of the queſtion,” © And 
why 


432 LETTERS. 


Why Þs; Miſs, exclaimed her Ladyſhip 

haughtily? let me tell you, you give your- 
{elf great airs upon this occaſion, and re- 
ceive as an affront, what you ought oper 


ſider as an obligation.” : 


— 


« + 
141 


= 7 Ladyſbip muſt forgive me, re- 
turned I rifing, if I ſtay no longer to be in- 
ſulted. — Did the Colonel know, con- 
tinued I, how tenderly you petition for him, 
he would indeed wonder that my heart 
h could be obdurate enough to reſiſt ſuch elo- 
quence.” Stay, Miſs, ſtay, replied ſhe 
haſtily, placing herſelf before me — neither 
the Colonel, nor myſelf, are ignorant of the 
canſe of your rejecting him, and I muſt ac- 
knowledge that Sir Edward is much oblig- 
ed to you, for having made ſuch a ſacrifice, 


to Akan him.“ 


1 don- t deat you, returned I * 
| ftily—« O, no doubt, you are to-tal ly un- 
acquainted with his paſſion; his fight— 
his aſſiduities—have all eſcaped you. — Ah 
Miſs Leſley, Miſs Leſley, this diſſimula- 


tion. _ abhor No exclaimed. I; innocence 
requires 


- "x 
N. 5 
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requires it not—if Sir Edward really feels 
for me, that regard you ſuſpect, he has been 
prudent enough not to divulge it“ I was 
proceeding when the door opened, and Sir 
Edward entered the room: — what an ap- 
pearance Lady Daire's face was crim- 
ſoned over with paſſion, mine bedewed with 
tears. — He eagerly inquired the cauſe—F 
was ſilent -. ady Daire ſoon informed him 
—fooliſh woman! how mean did reſent- 
ment make her — She accuſed him of ha- 

ving been the occaſion—what did ſhe not 
fay ?—her ſarcaſms irritated him — they 
produced a dilcovery of that regard which, 

but for her unkindneſe, would never, he 
laid, have ce his lips. She n 


in a rage. 


4 Alas! Sir Edward, ſaid L as ſoon as 
ſhe was gone, we muſt part—every thing 
requires it—our peace—our reputation— 
yes, I will leave Claremont—I ought to do 
ſo!” „How, Mifs Lefley, exclaimed-he 
haftily, part ! did you ſay ? can that be ne- 
ceſſary? To loſe, perhaps for ever, all that 


is bo 4 and yaluable—to be forgotten, or re- 
membered 
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membered only with indifference.” —* No, 
no, Sir Edward, returned I weeping, you 
mall ever poſſeſs my tendereſt eſteem 
you will be ſtill my friend, my brother; 
and when you have conquered that unfor- 
tunate paſſion.”—* Ah | hope it not, ex- 
claimed he haſtily, it is too deeply in- 
gra ven on my ſoul—it is become even a 
part of my exiſtence what then remains 
but deſpair and wretchednefs! Here he 
ſtopt and the entrance of Lady Forteſcue 
prevented my anſwering him. Surpriſe 
was painted on her countenance. She had 
met Lady Daire, and ſtopt the chariot, in 
order to ſpeak to her; but that haughty 
woman had forgot, in her reſentment againſt 
me, that reſpect which was due to Lady 
Forteſcue.— What could ſhe think ? The 
appearance of Sir Edward, and my diſtreſs, 
| ”_ to her apprehenſions. 
7 1 related what had paſſed teins her ab- 
Wiener tenderly affected her ſhe is con- 
vinced of the neceſſity of our ſeparation 
and endeavours to reconcile Sir Edward to 
an ns which is become unavoidable. 
I am 
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Tam N by a mee Tor Lady 
Forteſebe. 


Adieu! my dear; my next letter will 
be dated from Lord Merton” 8. 25 


I remain dts; 


EMILY LESLEY» 
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Sir EDWARD FortTEsCuUE to Mr. 
BEAUCHAMP.. 


E fatisfied, my dear friend — I ſhall 
leave Claremont to-morrow. But do 
not hope any thing from this reſolution.— 
No, no, Beauchamp, I ſhall never recover 
at Patis that peace of mind you promiſe 
me there; —but am I then really going thĩ- 
ther? Is it true, that I am juſt ſetting out 
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Good heavens 1 Expect to be witgeſs 
of a thouſand abſurdities, regrets, caprices ; 
do not however upbraid me for them, in 
making yourſelf maſter of a ſecret, which I 
would fain have concealed from, you. Tou 
have contracted an * to bear with 
all my follies- 


My mother and Miſs Leſſey are igno- 
rant of the deſign I have formed—they ſhall 
remain ſo—the efforts of generoſity, and 
the Tolicitudes of maternal tenderneſs 


would too powerfully affect me., 


They imagine that I am 1 going to Lord 
Arundel's, for a few days. 


Miſs Leſley intends Ws wh Claremont 
next week, and going to Lord Merton's. 
fl the return of her friend, N Elvin. 

= 
; "My; {ones ane 1 3 this 
ſtep unneceſſary. Emily ſhall ſtill re main 
ink in 00 a * E aue. 
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Lord Townly, the nephew of Can Mer- 
ton, is lately returned from abroad, and at 
preſent at the hall; what might not Miſs 
Leſley have to fear from a man, who is 
devoid of every ſentiment of honour ? 


LS. Abd ao: * # 


*Tis over, OUTSET have taken a 
long fare wel of what is dearer to me than 
life. —I am going to leave her — perhaps 
for ever. — The thought is madneſs ! Fe 
ſtoics, who deride that tenderneſs ye never. 
felt, give me your indifference, and teach 


me to be happy. 


Emily was ſurpriſed at the violence of 
thoſe emotions, which agitated my ſoul, 
when J took leave of her this evening; I. 
ſeized her hand, and preſſed it to my bo- 
ſom.,—l could not ſpeak - ſhe bluſhed my 
mother regarded me with tender anxiety 
could they have foreſeen—a laſt adieu! 
But if ſome more fortunate man ſhould, in 


my abſence, obtain that heart, for which L 
A * 9 
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fo vainly Ggh —No, I would fly from the 
fartheſt corner of the earth yet what right 
have I nee miſerable wretch that 1 


am! 


I am interrupted William enters my 
apartment, he waits for my orders about the 
journey —alas, I have none to give him — 
he regards me with aſtoniſhment—my de- 
ſpair, my inattention.Farewel! your 

wiſhes will ſhortly be gratified ; I am haſ- 
tening to your friendly arms.—Oh ! that I 
could recover there that tranquillity which 
has long! forſaken my wretched mind! 


Adieu. 


bf . 
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Miss LesLey to Mrs. Euvin. | 


coop heavens! my dear friend, 
what a ſtep has Sir Edward taken! 
That viſit to Lord Arundel's was only a 
pretence—alas! Del is s by this time 1 
at Paris. 4 bly, 


4 
A 2 * 
1 
3 


Tei isI who am the cauſe of his weiche | 
edneſs; for my ſake he is become a wane 
derer. | . 


He could not ſupport the thoughts of my 
leaving Claremont; —my departure would, 
he ſays, have been attended with inconve- 
niencies from which his i is exempt. 


My OR, will nf: Cady aa 
for his abſence; ſhe would only have been 
witneſs of his diftreſs, without having it in 

her 
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her power power to relieve it. To the mi- 

ferable all places are alike ; happineſs is to 

be found every where, or no where. — He 
conjures her not to think of his return, 


fince it Is s the only oe in which he cannot 


He concludes his letter 1 the moto 
fecting addreſs to your Emily. — He begs 
for my eſteem my compaſſion— dear and 
amiable Forteſcue! theſe ſighs . theſe pe- 
turbationsVou, my beloved Clariſſa, 
who know the ſenſibility of my ſoul, may 
judge what effects ſuch Ka are, 


—— 


hs. 


Thefe ſcenes have recalled to my view, 
that fatal time—when my too ſuſceptible 
heart was ſinking under the woes of hope- 
leſs love; when I experienced that deſpair 
— that regret, which now agitate his bo- 
fom-—1 muſs lay aſide my penn. 


—— 

0 > 
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My 


KEE FERS as 
My journey to the hall is now become 


unneceſſary, I have written to Lady F ran- 
ces to apologize for my. abſence. 


Adieu! my dear Clariſſa; may your 
happineſs meet wich no interruptions. 
ExILY LESLEY, 


— 
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— 


Miſs Syo wer to Miſs FazzLove. 


Am truly concerned to hear my uncle 

is indiſpoſed with the gout; but you 
muſt excuſe my adding, that I cannot 
think your ſituation ſo pitiable, as you re- 
preſent i it; ſurely the conſciouſneſs of ha- 
ving done your duty will be a ſufficient re- 
ward, for any inconvenienctes that can can at- 


tend it. Lk © | L SOM 
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The time may come, when you will re- 
quire thoſe attentions, which are now due 
from you to others. Of 222 


Did we nnn ourſelves to look into 
nn we ſhould better perform the ob- 
ligations of the preſent moment. May 
you, Charlotte, never feel the pangs of re- 
pentance, for duties unfulfilled, when no 
atonement can be offered ; rather, much 
rather ſacrifice all thoſe pleaſures, which are 
dear to a youthful heart. — A truce with 
your reflections, dear Harriet, methinks 
you ſay ; I wanted conſolation, and you give 
me only advice forgive my impertinence, 
and 1 will change the ſubject. 


O! who do you think 1 met laſt week at 
Mr. York's *—No other than Miſs Leſley 
—the lovely, the amiable Emily Leſley, 
whoſe character has o charmed me. 


1 * C- is ee ill; Tok 
e (whois a, diſtant relation of her's) 
1 ſent for . her Ladyſhip 
315 4 | aid 
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did not chuſe to leave Miſs Leſley alone at 
Claremont; ſhe therefore brought her to 
town, and conſigned her to the care of her 


niece, Mrs. Yorke. 


Mr. Beverly ed with us yeſterday ; he 
frequently calls in upon us, and his com- 
pany is always agreeable—I think he is no 

favourite of your's, Charlotte—I wonder 
what you can ſee in him to diſlike—for my 
part—what's here ? A letter — and from 
Lady Oſſory. | 


Sir Charles and Lady Royſton are this 
moment arrived, and I muſt fly to welcome 


them to town, Adieu! 


HarRrIgT SYDNEY. 
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Mifs LzsLzy to Mrs. EL vc. 


q= Have 98 in London this denn, | 
4 and am uncertain when 1 ſhall return 


ro Claremont. 


| Lady ES diſorder terminated in the 

gout, with which ſhe is confined to her bed ; 
Lady Forteſcue ſeldom leaves her, but 
Mrs. Yorke is ſo obliging to me, that my 
time is ſpent very agreeably. 


She has already carried me to ſome of 
the public places ; to-night I am to attend 

her to the play, as Garrick is to perform. 
I will not write any further till my return ; 
I may then have ſome entertaining ſubjects 
for my pen; adieu, therefore for the pre- 
ſent. 


7 4 * mn pa / . * 
A 3 
c A y 
. 1 
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My dear Clariſſa, what a ſurpriſe have I 
this evening ſuſtained ! — a rencounter ſo 
unexpected] have ſeen Sir Charles — - law 
him at the play with Lady Royſton. 


What a number of painful ideas did his 
firſt appearance excite in my mind] never 
did he look ſo handſome—happineſs, my 
dear friend, is the beſt coſmetic; it gives a 
brilliancy to the eyes, and a freedom to the 
whole deportment, that renders it doubiy 


engaging. 


The houſe was ſo extremely full, that we 
could only get places in the back ſeat of one 
of the ſide boxes, and as I had a hat on, 
there was little probability of Sir Charles's 


diſcovering me. 


He was indeed too much engaged with 
Lady Royſton, to attend to any thing elle ; 
with what tenderneſs did he addreſs her 
Vol. II. | H ſhe 
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| ſhe attracted univerſal admiration, The 
elegance of her form, the thouſand graces 
—ah ! my dear, what preſumption in your 


mily,. to think of rivalling ſuch a, wo- 
nan! But Toll is now. over—their if prefen 


L # 1 * 


. 


may it meet wih: no o interruptions ! . 
| £10 # 5 E88. 7 : : £2 


AF "Kai wy deareſt friend!” it is late, add 
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1. Am glad to find, by the inen which 
is interſperſed throughout your laſt let- 
ter, that you have recovered your. ſpirits ; 
and hope it is a ſign wy. _— . 
ment. | 816 Fits 


\ 
LP 


An may be 122 Charlotte, in 
5 Pi e reſpecting Mr, Beverly. 
1 Rey Fe I think him very 
agreeable—but what then? Muſt it neceſ- 
| farily follow that I am in love with him? 
uncertain too as I am of his ſentiments. 
Love, they ſay, produces love—ifit ſhould 
come to that—but enough upon this ſub- 
ject, whilſt there are any #fs in the caſe. 


Lady Oſſory has been brought to bed 
this week of a ſon; and, (as the phraſe is 
on theſe occaſions,) as well as can be ex- 
ä 


Sir Charles is obliged to £0 into LES 
next week; Lord / Offory will accompany 
5 ee * remains win wy 


. ; 
| 


Y My grandmother w writes to my uncle. 1 
have therefore nothing more to add * 
the aſſurance of my being, 2511 


Your's fincerely, | 


 HAaRRIET SYDNEY. 


. 
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„ rr 
Lady Ossox Y to Lord Ossox v. 


Muſt, and will write am I not as well 
as ever ? theſe fooliſh women — the 
nurſes I mean, think ita privilege of their 
office to be impertinent. Has not my Oſ- 
ſory been abſent more than a week, and 
will he not be detained ſome time longer ? 
—have I not received one, two, three let- 
ters from him, and ſhall they remain unan- 
ſwered? No, no, it muſt not be. 3 


I am writing "Cloſe to the bedſide, where 
dur dear Charles lies faſt aſleep : ſweet little 
innocent! How balmy, how tranquil thy 
Numbers! no cares interrupt thy repoſe , 

in thy boſom all is peace—ah ! may it ever 
be ſo! may goodneſs ever inhabit there, 

and mayeſt thou, with the dear name of 
Con inherit all thy father's virtues ! 


H 3 | 1 
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930 jo * . „% „ „ „„ „f #S # 
N 

Lindy Royſton i is ; juſt returned from La- 

dy Sydney's : the found Mr. Beverly alone 


with Harriet, the old Lady being abſent. 


They ſeemed earneſt in diſcoutle pere“ 
haps he was making a diſcovery of that paſ. 
ſion, with which, 1 am certain, ſhe wo # 
ſpired hini=what an aukward ſituation ! 

How did you feel at that werte ng ep 't 
Very fooliſh, rimid, &c. did you not? Ah 
Offory, where is that oy bad to, T 


pray you? OR TWI Se 
A tap at the door——it i 8 Song — 


come i in  child—now for it. 1 : 
Wt 19 1605 $650 110 


I was ines, 1 believe for though ;& 
mentioned Mr. Beverly, and c came with my 
roundabouts, and my 2 'ppofe tions, nothing, 
eſcaped her; "beſides, ſhe looked thought». 
ful; ah, Beverly ! but moſt modeſt. men 
(as they are called) are fools i in theſe mat- 
ters. ä 


It 


Ever 


Tueſday. 
Every doubt is ſatisſied— Beverly has de- 
clared his paſſion and is accepted ,—well, 
after all, there is ſomething 3 Joyous .in theſe: 
matters. eee deen ee 
N 1 1115 eng n: ** ſo 
Tam ei attacking Harriet with Hu- 
dibraſtics: My brother but Charles ſum- 
mons me to the bedfide, and will "ſcarcely 


ſuffer me to add that Lam ever! 
Tour aud Sir Wie s afeonate bet 


, vs 
Ad |; 4+ , a 4 * - . — 11 1 — 


| q - 4 „ # „ 4 A , n 
vg AP po 4 ; 2 HI * = EE 5: Ct % 2383 : 
'FIENRIETTA SORY. 
4 * 
8 — - — «te = 
- #% tf R ; 5c mo * * # _awatty ih 
4 - +33 fx * . * 31 8 f — $ 
* 
* 5 * 
F 
! * C \£ 6 A. « # * 
2228 * - * * 
* 2 © * 
P +3 * 2 3 S 
8 k 
1 
* 
* 7 4 2 -, Py 4 
- 111 15 5 4 %. ö £ 
4 * 1 5 1 . 71 , * 
14 * > 12 8 4. * i Fy 4 4 ? 5 4 . 3 * 
Si 
3 A . 
1 & #4 HF 
8 8 5 41a: 
AI 5 ; P 14. 
* 
» 


\ — 


5 152 L E T. T. E. . 8. 
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| Miſs Las LEV to Mrs. Exvm. "oy 


n AT intereſting ſcenes bare I 
been engaged in, ſince I wrote to 
you aſt! adventures the moſt fingular— 
the moſt unexpected the recital will 
give you pleaſure. I haſten to it, 3 | 
nn any * preface. | 


| ne weeks ago Mrs. Yorke pro- | 
poſed our going to Richmond, to ſpend a 
few days with her aunt, Mrs. Sedley, 


| The deſign was executed, almoſt as ſoon 


as formed. We were received by the old 


Lady, in the moſt obliging manner, and 
I rejoiced at my removal from thoſe ſcenes 
of tumult and 96 1 had lately par- 
taken of. | 


The next morning we took an airing to 
2, and returned to dinner. Upon com- 
ing 
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ing home, we found that ſome company 
had arrived during our abſence, by a gen- 
teel equipage, which drove away from the 
door juſt as we entered the coach- yard. 


Mrs. Sedley upon ſeeing it, exclaimed 
eagerly, © I find Lady Royſton has not 
forgot her promiſe of ſpending a day or 
two with me, during Sir Charles's abſence, 
and I am particularly glad, that ſhe is come 

at this time, as I ſhall now have an 
— of introducing my dear niece 
to the acquaintance of that amiable wo- 
man.” Judge, my beloved Clariſſa, what 
I felt at that moment to be thus unex- 
pectedly hurried into the preſence of one, 
whom I had never thought of without anxi. 
ety but was it impoſſible to contrive 
ſome apology for not ſecing her—how could 
I at—a thouſand ſchemes but I had not 
power to reſolve upon any—in the mean 
time the coach ſtopt—the ladies alighted, 
and I followed, irrefolute and trembling. 


Mrs. Sedly haſtily entered the parlour, 
| where — Royſton was they embraced 
L | mY 5 | — Mrs, 
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Mrs. Yorke advanced towards them 1 
know not what paſſed and my confuſion 
increaſed, when Mrs. Sedley preſented me 
to Lady Royſton. At the name of Leſley, 
the ſtarted— How, Madam ! exclaim- 
ed-ſhe eagerly, Miſs Leſley, did you ſay ? 
What an unexpected happineſs!” So ten- 
der a reception abated my fears, and I,was 
going to return the endearments ſhe had 
laviſhed upon me, when the arrival of com- 
| pany nw a ny to: this een _ 732 
* Fro * 9 to my own — 
went, where ſhe in a few minutes joined 
e. How noble, how. affectionate was her 
8 Her goodneſs overcame every 
prejudice, as the dew melteth before the 
fun, and I embraced her with. a tenderneſs. 
ww Ly was . e 0 | 
2 — us to 3 | 
 became-inſeparable;z- and I; look - — 
with apprehenſion, to Sir Charles's return. 
which would deprive me of the company 
of my invaluable: friend. She regretted: 
our ere prevented our 
2 4 4 1 nnen. 
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mentioning to n — en, of 
Our hearts. unn dae en 

The dreaded time arrived I ſaw not 
Lady Royſton for ſome; days, and I found 
that her preſence was become — o 
my happineſs. A e I RSS, 
1 ee Mrs. Yorke to to an = 
and we had ſcarcely entered the room, 
| when Lady Royſton appeared, Jeaning upon 
Sir Charles's arm. I coloured—ſhe, per- 
ceived. me, and ſeemed | irreſolute how to 
act. Her tenderneſs, and my diffidence, 
kept us at a diſtance from each other, till 
Mrs. Yorke advancing towards her, put an 


end to this reſtraint. 


"Sp Chatles er to me mich a reſpect« 
ful tenderneſs; I returned the compliment; 
the reſerve inſenſibly vaniſhed; and 1 grew 
collected enough to give Mrs. Vorke my 
opinion of ſome things ſhe went to pur 

chaſe. 


AB. 
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As ſoon as we returned home, I retired 
to my own apartment to ruminate _—_ 


les = had we aral 


The period I had fo long dreaded was 
over II had ſeen I had ſpoke to Sir 
Charles—and the trial had not been fo 

ſevere as my apprehenſions had repr-ſented 


© Pleaſed to find that 1 had conquered 
an attachment, which had fo long diſturb- 
ed the repoſe of my life that I had ſub- 
dued every ſelfiſh wich — every irregular de- 
ſire—in my boſom all was ſerenity and 


peace. 


The duties of this life are difficult only 
to thoſe who are unwilling to exert them- 
ſelves in the cauſe of virtue. ** Sloth and 
folly ſhiver and ſhrink at the fight of toil 
and hazard, and make * 9 
they fear“. 


„ # = „ „ „ "DS © 


We are e going to be the 5 at Lady # 
0s; ſhe is better, but ful configed 


to her room. 


Lady Forteſcue i is unealy at not t having 
heard fo! Sir Edward lately: heaven pre- 
ſerve the life of that excellent man, and re- 
ſtore to him that en he o well de- 
ſerves. 


Adieu, my dear Mrs. Elvin! when may 7 


I expe& to embrace you? 


EmMiLy LeSLEv. 


5. 1 K NE A5. 
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Have this momeat-received a letter from 
Lord Merton; one part of it has great- 
1y ſurpriſed me. He writes thus: I am 
Juſt returned from the play, where I ſaw 
my favourite Miſs Leſley, who came with 
Sir Charles and Lady Royiton z. ſhe looked. 
. beautiful than ever. | 


What intelligence is this! Mi Leſley in 
company with Sir Charles! him ſhe loved 
ſo tenderly! ah, does ſhe not love him 
ſtill? What imprudence !— how ridieu- 
lous to ſeek that danger ſhe might ſo eaſily. 
have avoided! Dear Madam, convince her 
of the impropriety of the connect ion; your 
advice will be ſufficient to put a ſtop to it—- 
alas, why did you not interpoſe before? 


You 


LETTERS aogp 
You complain of my ſilence—lt was oc- 
eaſioned by the marriage of Miſs Beau- 


champ, who is at laſt united to che! ami- 
able Mr. Lefevre. ; 


The wedding was celebrated with the ut- 
moſt magnificence—what' tranſport appear- 
ed in every look and action of the happy 

bridegroom what modeſty and; tender 
ſweetneſs in the lovely. bride! Ah] how 
exquiſite; are the delights of virtuous love ! 
Ye iender ſenſations, ye will ever be a ſtran- 
ger to my heart which is doomed, to feel 
wiſhes, which can never be gratified to 
deſpiſe here it ougbt e 24 to ados 
wichgue dre 1. 9691 eee 
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remembered to you. 


I am, deareſt Madam, Wh the urmoſt 
alf:Qion, Wes and A yours, 
12 
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Lady Fox Tx5cuz mr EDwarD 
For TESCUL. | | 


* 
a 


OUR feen are asses ry my dear 
_ 4: Sjr Edward—Emily's ſituation does 
not require them. It is true, that ſhe has 
been frequently in company with Sir Charles 
Royſton. I have narrowly watched her 
during theſe -interviews—Emily is no hy- 
- poctite—the ſerenity which appears in her 
- countenance, is derived from her heart. 
She eſteems Sir Charles, greatly eſteems 
him, but Lady Royſton is, I am convinc- 

ed, ſtill dearer to her; nothing can be con- 
ceived more tender than the friendſhip 
which unites them. wy 


| Miss Leſley has been introduced to FRF 
and Lady Offory ; ſhe is charmed with 
them both. The dear creature has regain- 
ed all her former chearfulneſs ; ſatisfied 
4, ge on ans with 
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with her own conduct, and beloved by all 
around her, every paſt regret is forgotten. 


I am going to Lady Sydney's this morn- 

ing; her niece was married yeſterday to Mr. 
Beverly, and I am, impatient to. pay 0 re- 

ſpects to them. ] | 


Mrs. Yorke and Emily ate WOO 
pany. mez—l hear Miſs Leſley's voice 
Adieu, my dear ſon : amidſt all theſe ſcenes 
of 'gaiety, your abſence—but I muſt quic 


the ſubject. 


Lady C—is 3 and will morty 
attend me to Claremont. Once more 
adieu. | 


M. ForTzscus; 


— . 
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| E Shoal haye re egretted my leaving Mere 
ton-h all, before Your arrival, "had ” not 

bee convinced That the company of Lady 

Frances PO. LY; ply, conlole” yOu, for my 


abſence De bed > 7 781115 
4 widbr f. 303 


| Conf my Sits Sir Giorge, that our 
coulin has her attractions, and that love, as 
wells frienc ſhip, detains you at the . 
TI left Lora Merton rather abruptly, 
upon His Tefuſing to lend me a ſum of mo- 
ney, which I wanted to diſcharge a debt of 
honour. 


He propoſed conditions, which no man 
vf ſpirit would ſubmit to-] reſented his 
behaviour, and vowed never to ſee him 
more. 

Fortune 


Hs got Fs me Javely.; 3 4 
jade generally, forſakes, Ge avithe. tighe we 
maſt. wang her af i zuge- mit Shink-Afi - 
' ſome: ſcheme —- ſuppoſe marry, George s, 
<« It is the eaſieſt method, you ſay, of re- 
pairing a ſhattered fortune. gr deubt vou 
are miſtakan however, and aht che remedy, 
would be war ſe than he diſaaſe r the gil is 
bitter —but if it he. ell gil cd h cares?) 


dt cad Add eticgiaiigdg 90 us : li yiou 
I have renewed my acquaintance vir 
Lady Bab Dormer ; not that J have any de- 
figns' upon-hEe Ladyſfnp (chèſe vid ou Rre 
generally top cunning for us] but: fort the 
ſake of her Werz Charlotte Freelove. n 


50 01369153 b0 100 ms 1 1517 Wann! 


8 The girl came to town with her uncle, 

im order to be preſentaae:Mifs!Sydaey's 
marriage, and in gone with: the> bride and 
nnn into Eſſex. 


qv 


Lady Dormer had a letter from her laſt 
week. I happened to be preſent with her 
Ladyſhip, when ſhe received it, and- acci- 
TIP ſaw my name mentioned in the 


„„ _ 
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am eufiogte) was exeired—I 
tried ſeveral ſchemes to get a ſight of the 
Ktter— Land at "Laſt ( will not teh you by 
me eden in Ne | 


* 


YI 5 
She tells Lady Dormer, that "the: feats 
Oy ſeparation willi be for a much longer 
period than they expected, as her uncle 
(who has been ſome time indiſpoſed) is now 
very ill ; and the phyficians think him in 
dangers \ 5. rayon; Tt 
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I the old tins ſhould tip 61 think I 
need not deſpair of ſucceeding with the 
girl, as her letter to Lady Bab, plain 

ſhews that I am not indifferent to her. 
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ebene 25 Aten my 0 
| Lady Frances, and. believe . s, 


ways 
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Mi Famer; Lady ü . 


eee | | | 

JO you then really believe, that Lord 
Towaly does. not behold your Char- 
lotte with indifference? His rank - — but 
away with theſe fuggeſtions — at this time 
they ſurely _ not to intrude, * 


. 


yo 3 my dear, is very re ; "the 
phyſicians think it impoſſible he ſhould live 
through the night. Oh death, how dread. 
ful are thy approaches! yer, in a few years, 
we alſo ſhall fall a ſacrifice I gaſp at che 
thought -an icy coldneſs runs through my 
veins—forgive me for thus communicating 
the ſad reflections that have taken _ 
* of my ſoul. _ 
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Fg o 3 
My uncle has juſt now breathed his laſt, 


| Harriet and my ary” are weeping, 


L Mr. Bevetly 


tender ſenſibllity! com- 


forting both: for my part I have not yet 


- ſhed a tear. Fare we . 
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een mr FazzLove. 
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Lady Fog gs se v 1 to Sir Ev w A 


—1 3355 38 vor lend NN 
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. Am ju uſt returned from paying a viſit to 
Mr Fa if Elvin; | hd arrived in 
Toff t G days 4805 * 31 ns — 1 1053 


BANNED) iu tn ini: * 


TTY Eafey'ts with tliem, and has con- 
ſented to remain with her dear friend this 
Winter. 
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I am going to Claremont i in a 3 days; 
| Lady 0 attends me; we p rop ole re- 
turning again to town before Cilia, A 
the country at that ſeaſon is rather difa- 
greeable. * 


Mrs. Yorks,! who was to have accom- 
panied us to the old manſion-houſe (which 
| ſhe has not viſited ſince her infancy) has 
given, us the flip, and ſet. off yeſterday with 
Lord and Lady W, hr Bath. 


5 7 
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We have had s a "great t de: 41 of 2388. 
to- day at Lady L and Lady | 
Oſſory, Sir Charles Royſton and his ami- 
able wife, Mr. and Mrs. Elvin, &c. &c. 
Never were hours ſpent more agreeably ; ; 
18 1 1 Fw wilhes _ fot. your 
preſence— y dear Edward, "thy affec- 


ifs 


tionate mother 15 5 to embrace thee ; 
and muſt ſhe ſtill be denied that pleaſure : ? 


"4 


d 
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Adieu, 


6, 4 ##& 


e my beloved ſon. Lady — 
has ſent for me to play a game at picquet 

Wich her, and 1 an therefore leave you 
abruptly. 
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From the Same. 2 


Have this moment even the melo 

letter from Mr. Freeman. Unhappy 
Ls Lucy !—at ſuch a time A Wanne 
ane. „n 8 


93 


. my le Edward, I 3 ven to 
her affiftance—your forgiveneſs will render 


the c © trial more ſu pportable. 


1 can N more, | than chat I am your 
moſt. 5 | 


N M. F. 
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Mr, F REEMAN, to Lady FoRTESCUE, 
Incloſed in the N L 


/ 


PERE TI not well —— of the 
goodneſs of your Lady ſhip's diſ- 
poſition, I ſhould not have taken the liber- 
ty of addreſſing you, in behalf of an unfor- 
tunate woman, whoſe. paſt life has hitherto 
rendered her undeſerving your attention. 


But, alas! Madam, the ſituation of the 
wretched Lucy calls for compaſſion, no 
' reſentment !—a violent fever will ſhortly 
terminate her exiſtence, and your anger 
extends not to the grave. 


Could your Ladyfhip behold this un- 
happy creature, emaciated by ſickneſs, 
diſtracted with remorſe, in every interval 


. of recollection, calling for her ** injured 
Vor. II. 2 huſband,” 
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| huſband,” wiſhing © to.implore a laſt for- 
giveneſs'—and will Sir Edward—may we 
dare to hope that he will liſten to our in- 
treatics ? to the prayers of his dying wife? 


Lt Would you; Madam; kindly intercede 
— but it is injuſtice to Sir Edward to wad 
poſe him capable of a reſuſal! | 


I will, therefore, beg the favour © 0 vou 
to forward this letter immediately, as I 
Know not 0 to direct to him. 
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1 | London. 
VES, Madam, 15 have, ſeen the un- 


coſt me many tears Good heavens, how 
unneceſſary were her apprehenſions! was it 
poilible to behold her unmoyed? _ 


She knew me not when I firſt entered 


her apartment, yet ſurveyed me with at- 
tention ; I took her hand, her clay-cold 
hand—her' ſenſes returned—ſhe recollected 
me, and fhrioking under the bed cloaths, 
exclaimed faintly, * It is Sir Edward !— 

it is, it is my huſband ! hide me, hide me 
from him, cover me up- for ever.“ It 
is indeed your huſband, returned I, whom 
vou behold but he comes to declare his 
compaſſion, his forgiveneſs,” . Impol- 


— 


112 ſible, 


2ppy Lucy, and the interview has 


— 
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ſible, rejoined "om cannot; dare not ex- 
pet ĩt my crimes are too great too nu- 
merous yet I goto atone fox all? — here 
ſhe fainted; and it was ſome moments be- 
fore ſhe recovered her ſenſes. I wittidrew 
ſoon after, finding that my preſence added 
to n ft eee to ſee 

ben _ pes pas 91190155 cats 
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4 found Lady gh more i conic this 
evening, though much wecken and her 


breath greatly affected. 6 
Mr. e HPO Won er 1 en- 
tered the chamber, and left us together; 3 
ſhe then, in the moſt earieſt terms, im- 
plored my forgiveneſs of her paſt miſcon · 
duct, which I as ſincerely granted, but ſaid, 


remember, Lucy, that there is: A Being, 
whols:: avs: gt an is far more neceſſary 
than mine.“ Ah Sir Edward; exclaim- 
ed ſhe haſtily, ſhall I dare to caſt my guil- 


ty eyes to heaven with hopes of mefcy? I, 
| Who 


* } * 
 * 3&7 
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vho have diſobeyed its moſt ſacred laws, 
and have-knawn-virtue only: 10 deſpiſe it i 
No, no, I cannot lool forward L have no- 
E O04 would be 
heaven to a! wretch like me! 1 90 
 ybhgs te Vr 3805 2c ibn 
* FThkt your öffences bene great, 1 
confeſs, returned Ibut” deſpair is no leſb 
ſinful, than preſumption. Heaven is won 
by pentence; the Deity will not deſpiſe a 
contrite heart. Alas! rejoined ſhe, can 
a few hours of ſorrow atone for years of 
gullt Nit would be mockery ! If 
theipetiitence is fincere; interrupted I, and 
your protracted life would have been de- 
voted t the performance of thoſe duties, 
thernegledt of which you ſeem to lament; 
the Heitz, we humbly ttuſt, will accept the 
pious intention Ahl may I dare to 
hope ſo, exclaimed ſhe haſtily; father of 
mercies, claſping her hands together, and 
lifting up her eyes to heaven the emotion 
was too powerful for her delicate frame to 
ſuſtain and ſhe fainted on my boſom. 
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3 | A Sir rather indiſpoſed with - 
| His late fatigues, I have prevailed * kim 
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to gk get a few hougs rell. ant; eee 
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La Lend moch Vite 8 SER - 
F She cannot ſpeak'; but her dying eyes are | 
frequently caſt up to heaven with fer vor 
her lips move —ſhe ſeems to pray for for- 
giveneſs may her prayers be effectual! 


„ 


I am called ſhe is gone for ever that 
Ggh was the laſt ſtruggle of expiring nature. 
Vnhappy woman | thus in the bloom” of 
e tears force me to 0 condude. ls 
Sir Elward defire res me to preſent his a af. 
N ſeonar reſpets. ; 1 


I remain your | Ladyſkip's 86 


4308 
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ö Obedient ſervant, * bin 
* ry ; | $7 7 31575 0 | 6 
* | | | 
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" Miſs Pranucvs os Lady Dokken: 


+114 AOUL. ole de e Long ut 2164 
„ 44193} 8 THEY 
"EI, L. Pies Lady Bab, 11 1 am 

preparing to attend you in town, 

notwithſtandiog. the grave remonſtrances of 
Lady Sydney, and the ſaucy. rebukes of 
the philoſophical Harriet. Difficulty, they 
ſay, endears conqueſt. — Such harangues 1 
—T will give you one of them, which paſ- 
ſed yeſterday, between my couſin and your 
Charlotte —ſhe begins, J am ſorry to 
find that you are Heteraned to leave Eſſex, 
— After the affecting loſs you have ſo re- 
cently ſuſtained, 1 ſhould have imagined 
that this place would have been more agree- 
able to you than London ; but you ſeem 
to have forgot. — Lord, my dear, would 
you have me waſte the bloom of life, in 
fruitleſs tears It is both inconſiſtent with 
chriſtianity and good ſenſe, as I thought 
7 Bots, BE 


- 


N LET. T. 2 R * 

you muſt know, to * for an irremedi- 
able misfortune. The cauſe removed, the 
effect ceaſes—Beſides, it is time to think 
of myſelt miſtreſs of a large and inde- 
pendent fortune — do not boaſt of a circum- 
ſtance, :Gharlottss pbich,cb greaaiy fear. yo 
will one day have cauſe to lament !—I thank 
you, my dear, with a lo curtſey, for yo 
good opinion 'of me büt 1 <defire, + 
that you would not be too A e 
upon my account. Tou are only to 0 be 
anſwerable for your own faults, 80188 W. 

This concluded the debate, and we 3 
1 dinatisfaclion. * 1 


Mr. Beverly Ameo me to London 
tie is to remain there ſome days; how can 


Harriet ever ſupport this ſeparation !— 
«They will count the tedious moments as 


they paſs.” ſoft fouls, how I deſpiſe both 
| them and their enjoyments ! | 


o 


Adieu, dear Lady Bab! 1; am impatient 
For the arrival of that time, which will al- 
low me to aſſure you perſonally how much 
1 am ever your's, 

' CranLoTTE FaEELOVE. 
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l 1 RUBI-IVED usb Ai 
N ec os bern! in town this: 
* Seck, and T am het. conſtant atten- 
Gant; the Teens pleaſed with my alliduities, 
Hit this cireumitance dots not flatter my 
 vinity, fer f am convinced, that to my 
rank alone I owe the diſtinction % and 
3s ſuch a heart as her's, you will ſay, worth 
obtaining?“ Pſhaw ! it is her fortune 1 
 want—nor do I value- the one, only as. it 
will ſerve” to put me in poſſeſſion | of the 
other. Tou whining, enamoratos,. think 
there is nothing to be done in theſe caſes, 
without fuch a profulion of love—but girls: 
of ſpirit deſpiſe your tame, ſubmiſſive, dy- 
ing ſwains, whilſt an eaſy degagee, careleſs 
fellow—like your Townly——has in their 
eyes a thouſand: attractions. 8 


1100 4 


Miſs Fixelove and Lady Dormer dined: 


with me yeſterday in ſquare: my 
1 4 OT houſe 
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houſe is finiſhed—ſuch encomiums were 
paſſed upon it; My Lord, you have 
=} the moſt exquilite taſte—theſe pic- 
d then tl thoſe decorations are ini- 
mitable = I am fo happy as to gain 
Miſs Freelove's approbation Then fol- 
lowed a tender ſigh, and. a look ;which 
Fpoke more than words eould have done. 
Oh woman, woman, — eaſily. art-thou 
_ deceived !— propos, how go you on with 
Lady Frances ? Muſt I intercede fot t 
or is * ene ere i A 
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Sir ED WAR D ben rage es to Mr. 
e Brave NR 
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no bor s Em g 
London a few 8 after the 
1 ment of the unhappy. Lady Lucy. 
Mit Leſley i is gone for ſome weeks, with her 
friend Mrs. Elvin, to Sir John Eſſex's ſeat 
in W. hire, ſo that I had no induce- 
ment to remain any longer abſent from 
Claremont. Vet this ſpot, once ſo delight- 
ful to me, does not now fatisfy my wiſhes 
— my preſent ſuſpenſe — but might not 
certainty be more inſupportable ? have I 
any reaſon to think Miſs Leſley will receive 
my addreſſes? —diſappointed'in her firſt at- 
tachment—an attachment ſo tender, ſo ar- 
dent —ho.] often nas ſhe declared againſt 
entering into a ſecond engagement? I am 
patent to be my fate; yet I muſt re- 
ſtrain 


ſtrain theſe impatient wiſhes; my preſent 
ſituation will not ſuffer me to act as love 
1 ERWy is delicacy itfelf, and might 

not eaſily forgive a breach of decerum, 
though my regard for we was the occaſion 
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ads er wrote to | Miſs Leſley 
de and ſhe allowed me to add à fe 
2 her letter. could not de eußß till 


r db 1 which! wollſa 
allo me to declare ch dender beg worry | 
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Lord TownLy to Sir Gzonoe MZR Ton. 


1 11.1 MM 07 301W 2305 13330 # vÞ 

* 
F Have declared my paſſſen to Miſs Free- 
he. nd here v0 dean en deſpair of 


catiap this in thy triend,—Could 1 not aſ- 
ſume the appearance of virtue, when it 
ſuited my puspoſe, I ſhouſd got have 
made the havock I have done amongſt 
theſe girls, But to return from this digreſ- 


figp—ihe manner 105 which Miss Freelove 
the aral of my paſſion. convinc- 
ed,nac.. that i it vs neither unexpected, nor 
„She regarded me with a ten- 
derneſs. of which 1 believed her incapable, 
while I poured forth all the ſoft—nonſeaſe 
that is generally uſed by us lovers, upon 
ſuch an occaſion. When ſuddenly, aſſum- 
ing an air of dejection, I let. go the hand 


* es hicherto held in mine — ſhe was 
ſurpriſed, 


82 IL. E TT E R 4. | 
ſurpriſed, andicageriy-inquired cheocauſeiof 
that melancholy which was: imprinted! 6n 
my cuntenance :.:. Ah {Miſs Freelove, 
returned I, with a deep ſigh have L not 
reaſon to be miſerable, when J recollect the 
obſtacles that may ariſe eee 
tification of my. wiſhes dau 11 ei 


. © Yiu relations are incenſed againſt 
me z my youthful. follies are not unknown 
to them; and though ſo ſincerely repented 
of, yet alas ! they will never be forgotten! 
their: advice—their intreaties will prevail, 

and notwithſtanding my rank and bombe 
10 nel be Ae and been N 
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; «I will not F replied ſhe, that your 
ne in regatd to the ſentiments, of my 
friends, are but too well founded but 
you may be miſtaken in the concluſion 
you ſeem to draw from thence I am at 
liberty to act as choice e and ſhall de- 


termine accordingly.” 


1 here's a ein of pit for you, George 
It is a fortunate circumſtance for me before 
42 maatrimony. 


E ITT IE IA f 
matrimonh, but, afterwards I may not find 
it ſochHm ,nient- Let us; huwever enjoy 
the pre ſenti aud leave futurity / to take care 
of itſel· ſufficient unto the day is the evil 
4hereof—you ſee I can quote ſcripture when 
ĩt ſuits my purpoſe . cannot-fay however 
that this is frequently the caſe. Adieu. 
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Mrs. BevanLy to Miſs Panter. 

. ah N en ee ee enen dene. 


"Sit" poſſible, Charlotte TER 
1 encourage the addreſſes of Lord Town- 
yr Aber iukkadkever bett. Repent of his 
paſt mĩſeonduct, you ſay?” Ah, my dear, 
trpſt not to his profeſſions'; bad kis errors 
been the effects of youthful levity, or incon · 
ſiderate raſnineſs, there would have been ſome 
hopes of his reformation; but how difficult 
how impoſlible, I might almoſt ſay. to 

reelaim a heart, which has long Worn in 
ſuch premeditated « crimes | 


From: 


root in virtuous minds -It is your forcune, 
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Winn rem ir i 469, i et 
which has produce the mighty « ange 
believe it not, Charlotte, W of 
ſo exalted a paſſion, Love can only take 


which alone makes you defirable in his 
eyes; it is his rank, which renders him re- 
ſpectable in yours—but know, Charlotte, 
that nobility, when unaccompanied by vir- 
tue; only ferves to render its poſſelfor more 


n eee RON 


— 75 


Return then, my dear couſin, to your 
tender, ee 
enter into engagememts which are indi 
tuble. FEE 1 b 


wh 


AP F \ 
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title you to expect x rank as nnn that 
9 would raiſe yo t, | 
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Adieu, 
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your. ever affectionate - 33 
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ONE to Bath with Lady Dor- 
mer, and it is uncertain when 
you return Lord Townly without doubt 
of the party —inconſiderate Charlotte but 

. vain. 


3 3 


* — your lemer to Lady 
Sydney, as it would only have increaſed her 
diſpleaſure. How could you, Charlotte, 
beſtow two whole ſides upon matters ſo un- 
intereſting, and yet devote only one ſolitary 
line to the ſubject which alone deſerved 


your attention? 
You 


286 L. E TT ERS. 
Tou are ho ſtranger to Lord Towtily's 


- behaviour in regard to Mrs. Witmot—ls * 


poſũble that any remains of; Honour can 


Fry 
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I expect to bear from you oh din a 
different ſtile,” el $54 
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LETTER CLXXVI. 
T. 17M Town Mr to Mrs. Bxvs RL. v. 


V 0 U-reafon ig Medes 1 dow; j 
but love, all-conquering love in 
| ſhort, my dear, your letter came too late — 
1:had confented to give my hand to Lord 
wer age this n rpg we were — 
mattied. 


f 


A haſty We! you will aps ind os indeed 
ir was; bur his Lordſhip was ſo impatient [ 
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LETTERS 187 
Lady Fade has un merge to ſend to 
town. for patterns, Sc: &c.— Theſe widows 

dearly love 9 be, bulied 15 ſuch matters; 
ſhe is become ſo important! I verily be- 
lieve it was the chief reaſon of her being 
ſo deſirous of my marriage. but am 1 
really commenced: wife, and is the connec- 
tions indiſſoluble? Good Heavens! my 
dear, if I ſhould, as you fay, repent—1 
hope you will not be a true Propheteſs, 
Harriet: So what's the matter, Jenny ? 
the girl looks as demure as if ſhe too 
had been a this morning My 
Lord, Madam, begs the favour of your 
company.“ I come, I come. , 


Adieu, child! you muſt forgive me, and 
intercede for me with Lady Sydney. . 
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1 HE iqportayt, ce e will ſion a 
+ that i is to determine the fate of your 
friend Miſs Leſsley is returned from Sir 
Joby Efſex's 5 4: {hall confolquerthy ke: off 
Fonteſour will ſoen follow me to town, as 
Claremont is not agrecable to her at this 
1: mm of t the ** | 


— 
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Sir „eee 


1. 


5 


fear, : alternatel y take poſſeſſion of mp1 

If Emily ſhould refuſe my offered; love 
= * tremble at the idea, yet, alas! is it not 
too probable? Surely, however, the per- 
ſwaſions of Mrs. Elvin, (who is my friend 
as well as her's) and the tender remon- 


eren. of my excellent parent, cannot 
prove 


TEN S yg 
prove ineffeftual—but I. will not owe my 
happineſs entirely to their preg 
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M. Evin to Lady Bezrs, 


A FOUR Taduthip Gaal to bays cons 
ceived ſuch a, friendſhip . for Miſs 
Leſstey,! during our late happy viſit at 
Roſe Park, that I am certain you would | 
like to be acquainted with every. citcum- 
ſtance which telates to Nr amiable girl. 


Th 1 


This morning, as we were ſitting. at 
breakfaſt, the ſervant entered with a letter 
for Mils Leſsley. EAA bluſhed upon ſee- 

ing 
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ing chat tt een Sl; Ed "ay Forte 
She peruſet je wit the uttmoſt aiteniob'; 
an'air "of "th&hcholy took poſſeſſion G kr 
ſweet ſen 60k 1't my dear friend, 
exclaimed: Hs at laſt, holding! the letter 
towards The, what does Sit Ed wald ſay > 
-Hi inefs or miſery intirely 
depending, up upon. me—I determine his, fate! 
Good Heavens!) Zeb Why theſe. agita- 
tions, my dear? interrupted I; is the love 
of ſo amiable a man ſuch a m fortune ? | 
cc Not if 1 could return it,” rejoined the 
haflily. And why can you not do fo? 
| Ah! Emily, I fear the remembrance of 
your former attachment is ftill toò dear to 
your heart.” © You are miſtaken, re- 
tuthed ſhe, in the ſentiments L entertain of 
Sir Charles; they are not more tender than 
thoſe feel for Sir Edward. *1- eſteem 
them; greatly eſteem them both<Lthey y are 
| both truly amiable ;—bur my heart 1 bid 
a final adieu to love ; friendſhip wholly 
engroſſes it, and fatisfics all my wiſhes.” 
* ] do not defire you to be Go ſuſceptible 
of friendſhip, tejoined' I, marriage has 
made no alteration. in my regard towards 


you, 


— 


E E 1 T E R 8. 191 
you, Why then ſhould it leſſen yours ? 
Love your friends, my dear Emily; love 
them as tenderly as ever; but not to the 
ahne of 17 00 other attachment 

13 21 3411 118 

0 « Sag? as 15 am bee in my 5e 
ſituation, returned ſhe, why ſhould I think 
of altering it, ſince I cannot hope to gain 
an thing by the exchange? Would it be 
nothing | to confer felicity upon ſuch a mari 
as Sir Edward ?—to be able to gratify the 
tender wiſhes of Lady Forteſcue? I re- 
joice in your preſent happineſs, but 1 
would have it more koure ! life, in my 
tuation, is doubly uncertain—nay, do not 
_ weep,: my beloved Emily, we are looking 
for ward to an event, which. may not hap- 
pen, — yet as it may, is it not prudent to 
guard againſt it Should we be ſeparated, 
where would my Emily find an aſy lum 2— 
In caſe oy rejeted Sir Edward, ir could 
Royftod/ it weukt be ſtill more Wprhe. 
The world will judge by appearances; 
your refuſal of Sir Edward will be imputed 
to your love of Sir Charles; and, not- 
with ſtanding 


LETTERS 


1 ance. you ought 
not i to difeazds Its: .cenſures—On the other 
hand, conſider the advantages that would 
attend your union with Sir Edward the 
aſſiduities of an amiable huſband—the 
maternal- tenderneſs of - Lady ; Forteſcue ; 
rank, fortune, all conſpire to complete 
your felicity.”” * The rank and fortune ' 
of Sir Edward, returned ſhe, are reaſons 
why I ought not to accept his addreſſes; | 
if he is generous. enough to overlook, my 
inferjority in thoſe reſpects, , I ought not to 
forget it..“ Away with this difintereſted- 
neſs, exclaimed I, it is here unneceflary,— 
Tell me, child, are not riches valuable, 
only as they beſtow. upon us the means of 
acquiring happineſs? Tou know Sir Ed- 
ward's ſentiments—do you draw the con- 
cluſion;”* *< But you would not have me 
conſent; to receive: Sir. Edward as a lover, 
before I know whether it is poſſible for me 
to return his affection ? I will anſwer for 
the poſſibility of it, nay probability of it; 
the heart ſoon aſſimilates itſelf to every 
ſituation. You have hitherto beheld Sir 
ed as friend but his tender- 


neſs 


| imagined he, 4s kvibhe," would awe | 2 


d ward; and we can both of us 
witre Believe, what his wiſhes 
buld have deen —and will my 4 
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The preſence of F 
been. attended with peer 
feck. Miſs; Leſsley could not her 
tender eloquence; che conſented tg ſee 
Sir, Edward; and he had no reaſon tobe 
diſſatisfied. with his viſit. 4 told him at, 
Vor. II. . * 
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Tou know. owe greatly he eſ- 
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LETTER clLxxIxX. 
Nis. BVE Tr to Lady TownLy. 


7 OUR tketter afflicted, more than it 
ſurprized me. I was too well ac- 
_ quaikted with your ſentiments, and the ar- 
tifices of Lord Townly, to imagine, that 
you would act conformably to my wiſhes, 
J fear, Charlotte, you will one day be 
convincee chat even grandeur may be pur 
chaſed at 400 high a price. But alas! 
what world your repentance avail, now the 
deed is irrevocably done ? It would only 


1 1 
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ſerve to render 195 negligent of thoſe du- 
ties, Wbieh y Nee ſo — vowed 
to operons. * | 


i 2 


29. * 15 tet hd 3; 


You have W 145 engagements the 
moſt ſacred, contrary to the united deſires 
of your friends, You have deſpiſed their 
advice, and diſregarded their intreaties. 
Should the event, therefore, be anſwerable 
to their fears, you can have no right to 
expect ækeit compaſſion, though you may 
All entitle 22 to their eſteem, f 


* are now in a Austen wherein 
every ſtep becomes of importance. Study 
the diſpoſition of your huſband—ſacrifice 
eyery. thing to the pleaſure of - obliging | 
him, when his wiſhes do not interfere with 
your ſuperior duties. If this conduct 
ſhould. not be attended with the deſired 
effect, you will ſtill have the ſatisfaction 
of reflecting, that you have ſought for 
hgppingl Ay. in the Paths of virtue. 


. Lady 
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Lord FownLy to Sir GzorGE Mzzrox. 
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7H Ar > romantic picture hive you 
VV: - drawh of matrimonial Bappinest! 4 
It Lich are your notions, 1 wonder not at 
your” reflections upon my conduct. But 
what ſays my fair couſin to your ſcheme? 
Or have . been wiſe enough not. to di- 
vulge them ? Lady'F rances is a in of 
ſpirit 3 ſhe” loves pleaſure, | ang hates * re- 
ſtraint my notions exactly, And happily 
L eee 


4 * 
2 
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We ak hal MER en even an 


e eber. Wir meer. without emotion, 1 
and ſeparate without regret. She inter- 


eres not with my purſuits, and I am 

equally inattentive to hers. Politeneſs 

ſupplies the place of tenderneſs, and we 
enſoy that happineſs aſunder which we 
could never have experienced in the com- 
pany of each other. Lady Townly, withe 
out being a beauty, has a vivacity, a je ne 
ſai quoi in her manner, which 'generally 
pleaſes our ſex, and has gained her many 
admirers. Sir Harry Sinclay, and Lord 
Darnley are the molt aſſiduous. My 
dear 'Townly, ſaid the latter yeſterday at 
White's, you are the happieſt fellow !— 
Lady. Townly is an enchanting creature! 
ſuch wit, ſuch beauty!“ Pann” me, 
my Lord, returned I, bowing—your enco- 
miums but does your Lordſhip really 
think her handſome? For my part— but, 
for Heaven's ſake, (yawning) let us change 
the ſubjet: J make it a rule never to 
think of hs wife when I am abſcut from 


her.“ 
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198 LETTERS. 


„ade Dormer is Gilt-at Bath. She is in 
yg with a young officer, (who: doubtleſs 
finds great attractions in her Ladyſhip's 
jointure) and has written to Lady Townly 
to know how ſhe ſhall. act in the affair. 
A goed ſign that for the lover theſe wo- 
men ſeldom aſk for advice until they are 
determined to follow their own inclinations, 
L wiſh L Was near Captain Percy, to give 
him à hint or two upon the occaſion; he 
.. couid-not fail of _—_ 70 under. 11 * 
Wees, of Wa 8 - £22) THe 
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I. RKTT ER CLXII. 
0 W to Lady e f 
Na remains at Bath—but is he really ſo 
handſame, ſo engaging? What a pity it 
is, chat fortune ſhould have been leſs, lis 
beral to him than nature Rut your Lady- 
ſhip is become a ae to thoſe ad- 
vantages you once. ſo highly. eſteemed. 
This love is a horrid paſſign, | ; I thank my 
ſtars, that I never experienced its influence; 
had I done ſo, inſtead, of the gay; the fas 
ſhionable Lady Townly,, I might hays 
been only the obſcure wife of ſome coun- 
try Parſon, or ruſtic Squire. A propos; 
] ſaw Mr. and Mrs. Elvin at the play laſt 
night. Your Charlotte was blazing with 
_ jewels, and ſurrounded by her titled ador- 


ers; ye the inſenſible creatures beheld my 
K 4 exal- 


FO, nos 1 do! Do > 5 


Ladyſbip in taowa whilſt Captain 
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ſs without emotion, and Mrs. Et 
vin ſeemed to enjoy more happineſs in the 


| | company of her huſband, than I received 
from the 


adulatiom of my numberleſs ad- 
mirers. Lord Daraly was in our box, and 
I obſerved that bis eyes were fixed upon | 


Miſs Leſsley, who accompanied her friend ; 

but Emily was too much engaged with Sir 
Fdward Forteſthe; who ene on to a> 
tend to his Lordſhip.” 
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Ubtt Darnly'has kent * n ng, 


be Eaters ; the ro6in—rhe' impertinent crea- 


tore was ſcarcely ſeated? before he beg An 
ka ing about Miſs Tay be aſks me a * 


thobfand queſtions concerving her po- 


tively, my Lord, I ſhall continue writing, 


unleſs you will chuſe ſome more agreeable 


ſubje&.”"—He' bows and F throw aſide 
my pen. „Adieu, FR 
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an ie f bin whith . 
happily A T with pleaſure continue 
a correſpondence, that conſtitutes one of 
the greateſt pleaſures of . life. 
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We have had few ier fin nce my cor 
finement, except Lady Forteſcue and Sir 
Edward. Every day, by diſcovering new] 
perfections in that amiable man, renders 
him ſtill dearer to the getitle þ heart of my 
beloved Emily. 8 


Fhe death of a diſtant relation, to whom 
Sir Edward is left executor, has obliged 
him to leave us for a few days. I with 
pleaſure perceived the change, which his 
abſence made in my friend. She became 
. penlive 


—— 
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penſive and unſettled; yet ſeemed inſenſible 
of the cauſe of this fudden alteration. But 

we generally chuſe to aſſign, ſome reaſon 
for our dejection, when we find it is ob- 
ſerved by others. This weather, ſaid 
ſhe to me, (yawning) is intolerable; it 
really affects my ſpirits; I don't believe 

the fun has ſhone”—* ever ſince Sir Ed- 
ward's abſence, interrupted J, with a finile, 
were he here, the ky would lowr, the 
Faſons change in vain, | FD 


Not even dull Dane la 
* If he ſtood ſmiling by." 


Emily has been with Lady Forteſeue thee 
wo. days, and is to remain there until the 
return of Sir Edward, when the day is to 
de fixed which will render him the perde 
of * 


1 e to tell you, hs Sie. Chwles 
| Royſton, and. Sir Edward, had met fre- 
_ queatly lately in Berkley- ſquare, and ſeem- 

ed highly pleaſed with each other. I was 
8 _— Ge! firſt interview, which for- 
3 : tunately 
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tunately happened to be when Emily. way 
gone to PE. a ee . at 1 


. ö " the - 
Offory's. | 7 | 4 | 
> 0. 4.0 ww. 4 2 * 4 .*. 


Upon Mr. Elvin S nds ucing Sir C Charles 
to him, Sir Edward. involuntarily ſtarted 
back, and it was ſome moments before he 
could pay his compliments to him, Soon, 
however, did Sir Charles, by his winning 
addreſs, and amiable conduct, overcome 
every unfavourable impreſſion. Sir Ed- 
ward ſaw, he admired his virtues, and 
toved him the more, for his having, till 
then, withheld from him that eſteem, of 

Which he found 8 N Nen fo de- 


* 
2 * * * *% * * * .. 7 


I have this moment received a note from 
Lady Forteſcue. Sir Edward arrived laſt 
night in Groſvenor-ſquare, and on Friday 
ſe nnight my beloved Emily i is to be united 

to that amiable man. I fly to congratulate 
them upon this plealing event, as 
Adieu, acieul? 0 
. | CLanissA Raw 
1, E T- 
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2h nfs Tony to Lavy Done. | | 
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din Fe Gale. and. Lord L araley, 
DS have juſt left mer We have beer 1al- 
hing his Lordſhip. moſt. unmercifully,, MI 
Leſsley, the . enchanting Miſs Leſsley,“ 
* rriec laſt week to. Sir Edward For- 
X - »teſcue.. The Peer had entertained hopes of 
|  upplanting him—no. improbable, conjec- 
ture that, let me tell you, had the girl deen 
AEM ambitious as thy OE. e 
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= - 1 ramsg y bp B Bevery 's hoſe in Bach 
1 Ping one morning laſt week, I ſaw my 
| 1 1 Harriet ſtanding near the window 

T pulled the ſtrg—the coach ſtopped— 


Foho rapped with authority at the. door— 


n, 125 ee re entered the parlour, 
5 where 


. 45 * 
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where Mrs. Beverly was, but, thank Hea- 
ven, no Lady Sydney, the old dowager 
being not yet arrived in town. Harriet 

was in full dreſs, and never looked to grea- 
ter advantage. She was going to ſpend 
the day at Mr. Elvin's, to meet Sir Ed- 
ward Forteſcue and his bride, Sir Charles, 
and Lady Royſton, &. and, her chariot 
driving to the door, ſne agreed to call upon 
me the next pen ou: BER f e being ; 
e Sulex. * Ft 171 5 
| 1 went in the evening to Lady Wein | 
rout; loſt an immenſity, and returned at 
three o'clock; faligued and: out of humour 
—and having vented” my ſpleen upon my 
maid, retired to bed. Harriet was at 
—— fquare by twelve the next morning. 
She waited near an hour, but no Lady 
Townly appeared. At two, however, I 
awoke, recollected the appointment, rung 
for Jenny, and having hurried on my 
cloaths, haſtened to attend her. in the draws 
ing room. I hope, Lady Townly, ſaid 
ſhe, as ſoon as 1 entered,” that this 1s not 
your 


* : 
S* ! 


© viſhly, imagine that the whole of beauty 
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your uſual time of rifing—Good heavens, 
my dear, continued ſhe, how pale you 
Jook ! That bloom, which once gave ſuch 
animation to your features, is entirely fled. 
Let me prevail upon you, Charlotte 
Fou country ladies, interrupted I, pee- 


| oonſiſts in that ruſtie bloom, of which you 
boaſt ſo highly z whereas it is utterly ex · 
ploded the beau monde, as the moſt. un- 
faſhionable thing in nature. Why, child, 
that colour in your cheeks, which you, I 
ſuppoſe, eſteem your greateſt attraction, 
would utterly. ruin me for a fine lady.“ 
It is polite, returned ſhe ſmiling, to 
| deery thoſe. qualifications we do not poſſeſs 
but I muſt own, if the appellation of a 
ine lady is to be bought at ſo dear a price, 
I ſhall never be e to become a ** 
** bd. « | 


Adden, 8 Bb! . 
: meow (0 Captain Percy, from your 
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Are Cnantorrs Townpy. 


4 w : 1 
Dy E * 
* A, * 55 a # * 9 

* R J 

5] L E T- 

- - 

i > 

* 


8 


* — 0 
. 
7 — 8 
8 . 1 f * 
* + P 1 — — kg a 
I » $ a ; p 
| a 0 . 8 © 
$ N g ; x 0 » 4-4 g is 
* £ 18 4 p 2 1 — "© * F wy * PE | 

8 4 ; SS * „ 3 a 


2 41 y 4 1 ; 2 a 1 3A 5 
* © I A 
w' * 8 f L 1 & - % & 7 X. 3 A 4 1 0 - * 


„ F ; l 
L. & + * 2 


* 1 ? : ; Q : 7 5 *# 
5 * 4 * 4 * 4 — . 4 * — 2 i . . ö þ : * 4 | ; | 
hk * : 9 * 8 a I . Y % 4 7 
a 1 "MW. þ 0 - <« ; 
o p „ . ES. F- ” : * 4. 1 a . , A 
c | 
. , 


* 1 


SirEDwany For rEzSscur to Mr. 
; Dravenany..” 


N 7 4 4 a AM by * * 8 4 p 4 


M.. deaf Beauchamp, 1 2 am n indeed the 
happieſt of men. My Emily — but 
no Es can deſcribe her perfections, or 
my love. The gentleneſs of her manners, 
the delicacy of her ſentiments, and the 
foftneſs which beams forth from her lovely 
eyes, whenever I addrefs her —and am 1 
then the object of this tenderneſs! yes, 
my friend, every look, every action of 
Lady Forteſcue, confirm the delightful 
thought. 


My Wicker 1 with, un @n Groſvenor- 
fquare, and her preſence completes our 
happineſs. My acquaintance with Sir 
Charles Royſton is now ripened into the 
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moſt tender friendſhip ; z we are become in- 
| ſeparable. Lady Royſton can only be 
_ equalled by my Emily, How perfect is 
the amity which unites. them! Oſſory 
and his amiable- Henrietta frequently grace 
our little circle. You would be charmed 
with Lady, Oflory, my dear friend, ſince 
in ber the viyacity of the Pagiſian ladies is 
agreeably blended with the ſoft NTT 1 
my country women, —kk mily juſt 
entered my apartment with ue fat 
glow of Pleaſure on her lovely face. Mrs, | 
Elvin, her dear Mrs. Elvii X was this 
morning brought to bee of a. day ghter, 
and ſhe is haſtening to "Berkley: 1185 to 
expreſs her joy upon this intere vg Gcca- 
ion. Twill accompany her, and pay my 
congratulatory compliments t to Mr. Elvin. 
This moment, my dear Emily, 1 attend 
you. Adieu! Ae 
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MONGST the numerous 
which I have received 
recovery, thoſe from my dear Lady Eſſex 
are by far the moſt pleaſng 
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The intereſt you take in my welfare? er 
and in that of 4 little Emily, fills wy 


heart with*gratitude and affection. How 
fincerely; then, do 1 rejoice in your ex⸗ 
pected arrival in : London, when I ſhall be 
allowed to return my petfonal ' acknows 
ledgements to you l + 


Wy "> 
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We that is to ſay, my good man, his 
ſaucy wife, Sir Edward and Lady For- 
teſcue, have been a week at a moſt de- 
 lightful- lietle- retreat, which Sir Edward 
has lately purchaſed in Kent. Lady 
Forteſcue is enchanted with it, and I al- 
ready foreſee! that. we ſhallfrequently loſe 
her from Groſvenor Square. I have laid an 
: interdietion upon Sir Edward he pro- 
bY — e R af 


* 


our rte . * * n0 thus 
pineſs without her, you know. I have 
found in her a great reſemblance to Lady 

|  Forteſaue, and the ſimilarity renders her 
Gil} dearer to de. Nay, do net ſcile at 
my folly gie Edward is of the ſame 
opinion, and, I believe, he has already 


einen her many a n careſs . that 
account. 


LET r K R B. In 
Lady Forteſcue finiles-at the ſuppo- 


gen ſhe takes the pen, but will not _ 
the Cas / aa rent 


| Adicu 


Our beloved Mes. Elvin has given your 
Eadyſhip the beft proof imaginable” of 
her returmiag health, by the vivacity of 
her letter. Were ſhe not cloſe at my 
elbom, I would tell you that ſhe is more 
lovely and ſaucy than, ever——Qur god- 
i is a moſt engaging halls, creature. ; 


2 
++ 


7 1 ping am. 1 indebted. 0 your 
Ladyſhi p: for the obliging ſhare you take 
in my happineſs | Sir Edward i is the moſt 
amiable of mankind. | The feliciry .of 
your Emily is complete. 1 a 


8 my dear Lady Effex, how * 
docs the diſappointment of our wiſhes 
| - prove 


friend have ever en per ; * felicry 
from a connection with Sir Ente Which 


ſhe now enjoys in her union with Sir 
Edward impoſſible ! Diſttuſt and 


anxiety had clouded: her days with ſorrows 
and her tenderneſs. would only have ren- 
a ae, mare e N nol 


% , 
® * 1 — I 7 1 
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Let not Abe the chldben of affiftion 
Fendt bo murmur at the decrees of Pro- 
vidence; but ſubmit; with pious reli; Ig- 
nation, to the will of Heaven, convinced 
that the bleflings they implore are with- 


| bets, either becauſe they ought not tol be 
granted, or in order to beſtow upon them 
ſome greater good... fe 


Edward enters the dreſſi ing room 
de reads my better —he preſſes me with 


E 
* 3 * — - 4 


| rapture 


2 


3 
4 


Er 
rapture to his boſom. O, Madam, what 
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a delightful moment! FHaſten, haſten, 3 


— 


conjure you, to be a partaker of our fe- 
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RR ATA to Vor. I. 


Page 21, l. 3 from bottom, for were, read wap. 24, l. 3 
from top, for run, read ran p. 45, I. 8 from top, for now, 
read p. 46, L 7 from tap, dele your=—p. 56, I. 6 from 
top, for forward, read froward-—p. 62, 1. 2 from top, for O, 
read 1 — p. 83, 1. 10 from top, for aimable, read amiable 
p. 92, 1. 5 in letter 42, for ſorruwv, read recent wwoe—and in the 
next line, for it, read ſorrceu=—p, 102, l. 13 from top, dele 


Ap, 104, I. 23 from top, for greater a, read a great, 


| ERRATA to Vol. II. 


Page 8, I. 8 from top, for à certain pledge, read certain pledge: 
p. 11, I. 2 from bottom, for devouted read devoted p. 12, the 
inverted commas which are put at the 4th line, to be placed at the 
7ih, which is the beginning of the letter p. 22, 1. 7 from top, 
a comma aſter long p- 48, |, 7 from top, for was treated, read 
was ever treated p. 58, J. 5 from bottom, dele each of ut—and 
in the next line, for another, read each other=—p, 87, |, 8 from 
top, inverted commas at where, and at amount, the end of the 


| ſentence—p. 97, I. 2 from top, for myſelf, read one's ſelf — 
p. 107, l. 2 from bottom, for witeneſt to, read witneſs of—— 


p. 103, I. 4 from top, for caſt, read laviſb— and in I. 6 of the 
ſame page, tor banifbed, read extirpated p. 114, l. 10 from 
top, for Manly, read Stanly, 5 


